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LET TCR AY 
T has pleafed providence, whoſe 


diſpenſations are ever to be revered, 


to deprive me of the happineſs 
which I enjoyed in perſonally attending Your 
Royal HiGHNEss, watching and guiding 


your juvenile ſteps; but no event, whether 


pleaſing or unfortunate, will ever eſtrange my 


— from a Prince, who, for his virtuous diſ- 


A 2 poſition, 


A 

* 
* 
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: poſition, rather than' his high 'birth, deſerves 
to be — beloved. 


Max you be peculiarly the care of heaven; 
and, to us, the ſign of 2 covenant between 
God and this kingdom! May your prayers 
prove an expiatory offering for the tranſgreſſions 
of your people; your conduct, their example; 
your ſword, their protection; your preſence, 


their comfort; your long life, their ſincere 


wiſh; your memory, their ſure guide! And 


may it further be the gracious will of heaven to 
add thoſe bleſſings which I may have forgotten. 
When chis bedy of mine ſhall have returned 
to earth, O may my ſpirit aſcend- to heaven 
midſt the joyful acclamations of your people, 
on account of your heroic and benevolent ac- 
tions! Let no virtuous character droop, or 
figh beneath oppreſſion. Give you ſubjects 
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cauſe to thank you, their common father, for 


all their peace, their reſt, their proſperity. 

May you prove a religious prince, a brave ſol- 

dier, a wiſe governor, an univerſal philanthro- 

piſt, and all my wiſhes will be perfectly ac 
compliſhed | 


PROBABLY, in my retirement, I ſhall be 


able to commit to paper ſuch thoughts as my 


zeal towards Your ROYAL HiGcnness's in- 
creaſing virtues may, from time to time, in- 
ſpire. It is an employment that will be a con- 
tinual relief to my heart. And tho' theſe ſheets 
may perhaps never meet your eyes, they will, at 
leaſt, remain harmleſs witneſſes of my ever fer- 
vent deſire to promote your ſelicity, together 
with that of the kingdom over which it has 
pleaſed heaven to appoint you the future guar- 
dian, | 


A 3 | To 
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To prepare your mind for the reception of 
true religion, from the moment you began to 
admire the works of nature, has been my con- 
fant and principal concern. You beſt can tell, 
dear Six, how many hours we have ſpent over 
the works of the ſacred writers; and how at- 
tentive I have been to lay hold of every oppor- 
tunity to convince you of the perfect harmony, 
and connexion, between the Old and New 
- Teſtament, as far as your tender years would 
allow. It is true, your future employment 
will be, by no means, that of a theologiſt or 
divine but I always believed, and am ſtill of 
the ſame opinion, that it is the indiſpenſable 
duty of every chriſtian, to convince himſelf of 
the truth of the goſpel ; the moſt ftriking proofs 
of which are found in the accompliſhment of 


the ancient propheſies. If I am poſitively al- 


ſured, 


to 


ra 
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ſured, that certain ſupernatural events were 
foretold many years before they happened, my 


reaſon, in judging of them from natural cauſes, 
muſt certainly ſubmit to my belief. Ea ad 
coelum via, fi quis juſtitiam colat et pieta- 
tem, were the words even of a heathen, many 
hundred years ago; and the diſtinguiſhing titles. 
of kings, which at the ſame time comprehend. 
their duty, are, Chriſtianiſſimus, Catholicus, 
Fideliſſimus, and Fidei Defenſer : I pray, there- 
fore, that you may be a good chriſtian ; but, 
from no imaginary perfection, oſtentatious of 


your piety, 


GRADUALLY to change our puerility, and 
to improve it, into a manly behaviour and de- 
portment, ſeems to be the firſt defign, in a 
rational ſyſtem of education. No ſooner is the 


cradle laid afide, but the work is begun. Then, | 


= LETTERS no A 
that head- ſtrong child Cus ron, cleaves cloſe 
to us, almoſt as ſoon as we become conſcious of 
our exiſtence; and you, S1R, are ſenſible that 
when it has gathered a little ſtrength, it ſoon 
| grows into a ſecond nature, Your Rovar 


' Hicrunegss muſt remember, that in this re- 


ſpect, even you yourſelf were, in ſome degree, 
not exempt from the weakneſs of a child; and 
you have not forgotten with what reſolution 1 
have ffrove againſt this little tyrant CusTow : 
for I was always of opinion, that our manners 
ought to be neither effeminate, nor yet unpo- 
| liſhed, In moribus, et corporis geſtu, ſays Cicero, 
duo ſunt maxime fugienda, ne quid effoeminatum 


aut molle, ne quid durum aut ruſticum fit. 


Bur it were impertinent to entertain you any 
longer with things calculated only for the more 
early part of your life. The dawn is now pak 3 
be 4 : and 


I 


fc 


 YOUNT: PRINCE. «wy 
and the day ſo far advanced, as to afford you 
light ſufficient, - without much aſſiſtance, to 
continue your progreſs in the direct path into 
which you have been led. You muſt now, 
Six, exert your whole ſtrengtk to help yourſelf 
forward ; otherwiſe, all the aſſiſtance you have 
had, will avail you nothing. 


Lr me adviſe Your Roy AL HicnNess 
to make reading your chief entertainment. It 
is of univerſal advantage. In peruſing the wri- 


tings of ſenſible men, we have frequent op- 

portunities of examining our own hearts, and, 

by that means, of attaining a more certain 

knowledge of ourſelves: for we find that we 

are ſenſibly touched with. incidents, or re- 

ſexions, of a certain nature; and, on the con · 

trary, that we paſs over others without the leaſt | 
emotion. Thus it is eaſy to diſcover which e 
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our paſſions predominate, and which, conſe- 


quently, require the moſt attention, We learn 


to love virtue, and to ſhun vice: In audiendo 
legendogue magnopore movemur, cum pio, cum 
amico, cum magno animo aliguid factum cognoſ- 
cimus. By reading we alſo learn to judge of 
the different ſtyle of various authors, and in- 
ſenfibly improve our own : Aliter ſcribimus, 
guod eos ſolos, quibus mittimus, aliter quod multos, 
lecturos putamus. If we happen to be bleſſed 
with a ſtrong memory, we not only recollect 
frequent leſſons, and examples, for our own 
conduct, but have many opportunities of in- 
ſtructing thoſe with whom we converſe: and if 
our memories are not the moſt extraordinary, 
it is very certain that reading will, at leaſt, by 
degrees, improve our taſte, our underſtanding, 


and our elocution: Cum aliorum libros ftudrafrus 


legimus, 


a 
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legimus, orationem naſtram ſentimus aliorum-cantn 


quaſi colorari. 


I am in ſome doubt with myſelf, whether, 
for a youth of a ſprightly, active, genius, it were 
happier to be born with a ſtrong memory, or 
a weak one. The firſt may poſſibly produce a 
borrowed underſtanding, where the latter would 
bring to light things intirely original: fo that 
nature has often in reality been moſt kind in 


thoſe very inſtances in which ſhe ſeemed. moſt 
parſimonious. 


Our minds may, not improperly, be com- 
pared to a camelion, reflecting every colour 
it approaches; or, to uſe a more familiar com- 
pariſon, to a ſheet of blotting-paper, which, 


ſucking up the humid particles it covers, acquires 


- 
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a good or bad taſte, according to the moiſture 
it has imbibed, 


Ls T me perſuade Your Royar Hicnxess 
to reject, without diſtinction, the vaſt deluge 


of worthleſs books, with which modern ſerib- 


lers have overſpread the world: Confine your 
reading ſolely to the venerable ancients. Your 
underſtanding will daily gather ſtrength, and your 
powers of reflection improve, To grow weary 
of folid truth, and ſound reaſoning, dect it 
happens not to appear in a new dreſs, is equally 
ridiculous as if we were to grow diſſatisfied 
with a ſelect company of ſenſible friends, be- 
cauſe their garments were old faſhioned, 
Besipzs the inſtruction you may receive 
from books, you will do well in lending a fre- 
quent cat to the counſels of ſincere friends, 
W hoſcever 
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Whoſoever adviſes you to win the united hearts 
of your people by a mild and gracious govern- 
ment; chearfully to reward, but to puniſh with 
reluctance; to truſt and rely on our natural 
Swediſh honeſty; to ſtifle your paſſions the 
moment they are inconſiſtent with ſtrict juſtice ;. 
by no means to encourage the deſtructive ca- 
bals of party, by acts of flagrant partiality ; not 
tyrannically to force any man in matters of opi- 
nion, but rather to engage ſubmiſſion by reite- 
rated lenity,—Whoſoever ſhall give you ſuck 

advice, is undoubtedly an honeſt man, a ſincere 
friend, and a faithful ſervant, - But if any one 
. ſhould endeavour to lead Your Royar HiGcn- 
NEss the contrary way, you may conclude him 
to be unworthy of your favour ; and that felf- 
intereſt, revenge, or oppreſſion, lye concealed 


beneath his veil of zeal for your ſervice. 


IDEEN 
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I DEE ita peculiar happineſs to us private 
people, that we are ſo frequently told of our 
faults ; for I hate court flattery, as it is the real 


cauſe why kings and princes are generally 
ignorant of their own character amongſt 
their people. If I knew any method of obtain- 
ing this knowledge with certainty, I would be- 
queath ſo valuable a fecret to Your Royar 
HiGHNEss, as the ſtrongeſt proof of my devo- 
tion to your true intereſt, For the preſent, I 
can do nothing better than adviſe you to 
keep a ſtrict watch over yourſelf : if a king feels 
his own conſcience grow uneaſy, he may be 
very certain, that the cauſe of it has already 
ſpread itſelf throughout his kingdom with the 
rapidity: of lightning : and a hundred great ac- 
tions are not ſufficient to efface, in the minds 


of his people, the remembrance of one ſingle 


fault, 
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fault. Vou muſt therefore daily be your own 
ſevere judge, if you would be ſecure from the 
judgment of your ſubjects; which, tho? often 
ſilent, is not of little conſequence, You may 
alſo gather ſome information from the very 
looks of thoſe who are admitted to your pre- 
ſence; for an univerſal affection will be viſible 
in the eyes of every one : which, when you 
have obtained, you cannot poſſibly be too care · 
ful of preſerving. It may, perchance, grow cool 
for once, and be again relumined ; but if, a ſe- 
cond time, you let the flame expire, where is 
the Promethean-heat that ſhall give it new life? 
" lcaxvot urge it too often, nor with too 
much zeal : beware, O beware of ſycophants! 
I remember to have been told of a ſenſible man, 
Who being aſked, what animals in the creation 


he thought the moſt poiſonous ? anſwered, 


Among 
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Among wild beaſts the calumniator, and, of 


tame ones, the ſycophant. 


Be ever careful of loading your conſcience 
with perſecution; but rather, for your own ſake, 
footh it, by raiſing the oppreſſed. 


7 


= 


Wr regard to your preſent conduct, it 


were needleſs to remind you,. how much it is 


your duty to love and honor your Royal Parents; 


for you remember the promiſe of the Almighty, 
that it ſhall then be well with you, and your 
days ſhall be long in the land. 


Dios being once aſked, What time of 
the day a. man ought to dine ? replied, The Rich 
when they pleaſe, the Poor when they can. 
You, my dear SIR, will be fo ſituated, that it 
will be your own-fault, if you ſufter one hour 
of 


> 


* 
LS 
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of your life to paſs unſtamped with ſome good 
action: as often, therefore, as you are known 
to let an opportunity of this kind eſcape you, 
the world will have juſt cauſe to queſtion your 
| diſpoſition, As to us, who are ſituated in pri- 
ate life, we have it but ſeldom in our power to 
taſte the pleaſure which is the conſequence of 


extenſive acts of benevolence. 


Part 1P, king of Macedon, having drank too 
much wine, happened to determine a cauſe 
unjuſtly, to the prejudice of a poor widow; who, 
when ſhe heard his decree, boldly called out, I 
appeal to Philip, ſober. The king, ſtruck with 
the peculiarity of the event, recovered his ſenſes, 
heard the cauſe afreſh, and finding his miſtake, 
ordered her to be paid, out of his own purſe, 
double the fum ſhe was to have loſt. This is. 


at example worthy your imitation, 


Ba 
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Bz ever ſtedfaſt to your word]; yet be not 
aſhamed to confeſs your errors, nor ſlow to in- 
demnify thoſe who may have ſuffered by your 
miſtakes, 


LT your conduct be the reſult of your own 
reaſon and reſolution, and you will generally 
find that you have the direction of your own 
fate: | 

Chi non & ſavio, patiente & forte, 
Lamentiſi di ſe, non della ſorte. 

Order and regularity are the ſupports of go- 
vernment. The great Alexander uſed to ſay, 
that all his heroic actions were the effects of 
economy and diſcipline, 


IT was a ſaying of Ariſtotle's, that virtue is 


neceſſary to the young, to age comfortable, to the 
£ K f | poor 
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poor ſerviceable, to the rich an ornament, to the 
fortunate an honor, to the unfortunate a ſupport; 


that ſhe ennobles the ſlave, and exalts nobility 
itſelf. 


You, my dear S1R, will, I know, by your 
gracious and mild government, win the hearts 
of all your dependents, and baniſh all ſervile 
fear far from your throne: for he that will be 
univerſally feared, is, generally himſelf, afraid 
of every one, You will much rather place your 
conhdence in men who are fteady and 
manly in their behaviour, than in thoſe fawning 
cringing gentry, who are a ſcandal to manhood. 
I wiſh it were poſſible for Your Royar Hicn- 
NE55 to be inviſibly preſent in the antichamber | 
of a king, that you might obſerve the ridiculous 
pride of ſome of theſe court ſycophants. To 
ke them there, one would imagine them im- 


powered 


8 LETTERS ro a 
powered with the ſole diſpenſation of the royal 
favours ; but the moment the door opens, and 
the king approaches, you would behold them, 
from enormous giants, reduced to mere dwarfs, 
infinitely below the ſtandard of common men, 
You might, perhaps, ſmile at the ſudden tran« 
fition ; 3 but, I am certain, you would pity them 
in your heart, 


Ir were wrong to imagine, that a Prince loſes 
any part of his own dignity, by ſuffering thoſe 
about him to act up to the characters with which 
they are honoured: for thoſe who ſerve the 
| government, like planets in the heavens, do 
| but reflect the luſtre they receive from the great 
- lumfnary round which they turn. How glori- 
ouſly has the inimitable Pliny praiſed the em- 
peror Trajan, when he ſays, Major omnibus 
7 eras, fed fine ullius diminutione major. 

| Eanden 
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Fandem audtoritatem, præſente te, quiſque, quam 
abſente retinebat; quin etiam pleriſque ex e 
reverentia acceſſerat, quod tu quoque illos reve- 
rebar e. J 


WHATEVER I have written to Your Ro YAL 
HicHNess, in this, or in any other of my let- 
ters, I willingly ſubmit to the judgment of 
every one; for nothing would give me greater 
pleaſure than to ſee any part of, them, altered, 
corrected, and amended, by a more ſkilful hand, 
My deſigns were always juſt and honeſt; I 
have therefore given my pen its full liberty, 
My ſtyle, my want of wit, my uncouth man- 
ner of expreſſion, and my irregularity, I reſign 
for the entertainment of the criticks ; but, as 
to the fabric itſelf, excluſive of the ornaments, 
if any thing erroneous ſhould appear, it is cer- 
tainly contrary to my intention. 


You, 
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| You, SIR, are ſufficiently aſſured, that, ſo 
long as I remain in this world, I have no deſire 
equal to that of contributing to your felicity: 


you will therefore look candidly upon my en- 
deavours to convince you, by real ſervices, how 


ſincerely I am 


Yours, &c. 


Ekeroe, 
23 May, 1754. 
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LETTER IL 
OUR Royal HicnNess will find your 


defire, to enlarge your library, increaſe, 


in proportion with your paſſion for learning. 


No books ſhould have admittance, into the 
library of a prince, but ſach as are of known 
and approved excellence: eſpecially thoſe of the 
hiſtorical claſs z of which I would give the pre- 
ference to the works of thoſe authors who lived 
in, or immediately ſucceeding, the times of which 


they wrote: and of theſe the beſt editions are 
requiſite, 


THost which are called edito princeps, or 
firſt editions, are frequently as expenſive as they 
we of little value; except to ſome antiquated 
bookworm, in order to complete his duſty col- 

3 tlection; 


_ 


= 
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lection; or to a pedant, who may, now and 
then, uſe them in his diſputes with his learned 


h 
4 brethren of the ſchools, But in contentions of | 4 
Fe this kind, Your Royar HiGcHNness will never OG 
want champions among our Swediſh literati, 8 
: the 
Nor that I would, by any means, be un- maj 
underſtood intirely to diſapprove of theſe diſ- 
putes in matters of mere erudition, I only ſay, Y 
from experience, that thoſe old editions are ra- (for 
ther deſirable in a public library, which is open lay | 
to every one, than in a private collection, in- hiſto 
. tended only for the uſe, and entertainment, of and : 
the perſon to whom it belongs. lateſt 
| | | the te 
THe well known neat editions, in u/um Dol. 
bbini, which were printed by command of Lewis LE 
XIV. with notes written by ſome of the moſ conſid, 


learned men of thoſe times, are, beyond diſpute, gone t. 
3 | : valuable; | 
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valuable; yet they are not, without exception, 


the beſt, The command of a king does not 


always impoſe the ſtamp of excellence upon the 
works of the learned. Every reader praiſes, or 
condemns, according to his own judgment, and 
the character of the book is determined by the 


majority of voices. 


Your RoyAL HiGHNEss will give me leave 
(for I have ſpent much time among books). to 
lay before you a few thoughts relative to thoſe 
hiſtorians which moſt deſerve your attention; 
and at the ſame time to point out to you the 
lateſt and beſt editions, both with regard to 


the text and commentary, 


LeT us begin with the Jewiſh hiſtory; a 
conſiderable part of which you have already 
gone through, in reading the Bible: but to ſpeak 
B of 


26 LETTERS TO a 


of the various editions of the ſacred writers ou 
would, alone, by far, exceed the compaſs of a nei 
letter. i our 
the 
Tu Bible printed at Mentz, which was the Is m 
firſt produce of the preſs, is the moſt ſcarce, that 
and is on that account, generally fold for up- derec 
wards of a thouſand dollars, 
"T F. 
Roger Stephens's Bible, which was printed of Ca 
at Paris in the year 1540 in folio, is remarkable the M 
from the printer's having offered a reward for Galile: 
0 every fault of the preſs that any one ſhould diſ- taken p 
cover in it. at the 
: | an eye y 
A Dans: Bible has been publiſhed withih related ii 
theſe few years, which is thought to come tle died, 
nearer the original than any one extant. I leave Emperor 
it to the conſideration of the government, and lis life-tim 


our 
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our Swediſh prelacy, whether, in this, our 
neighbours have not ſet us an example worthy 
our imitation, Not that I, in the leaſt, doubt 
the truth of our preſent tranſlation, ſo far as it 


is material to our religion; only I am of opinion 


that there are ſome paſſages that might be ren- 


dered more orientally nervous. 


FL Avius JoSEPHUs was born in the reign 


of Caligula, He was a Jew, a deſcendant of 
the Maccabees, and of the phariſaic ſet, The 
Galileans choſe him for their leader, and he was 

taken priſoner by Veſpaſian, He was preſent 
at the ſiege of Jeruſalem, and, conſequently, 

an eye witneſs, in general, of the facts he has 

related in his hiſtory of the wars of the Jews. 
lle died, a citizen of Rome, in the reign of the 
Emperor Domitian; and was called, even during 
his life-time, the Grecian Livy, The laſt edition 
B 2 of 


mR_— 
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of his works was printed at Amſterdam in 1726, 
two vol, fol. Greek and Latin, with notes by 
Hudſon, Bernard, Gronovius, Spanheim, Re. 
land, and others. 


 JosEpmvus GoRIoNIDES, or HEBRAicys, 
was alſo by birth a Jew, He lived in the ninth 
century, The laſt edition of his works was 
publiſhed at Gotha, in 1707, two vol. quarto, 
Greek and Latin, with Breithaupt's notes, 


Ix want of more ancient authors, Yout 
ROYAL Hicnness muſt content yourſelf with 
a work of a modern date, written in Engliſh by 
doctor Prideaux, and afterwards tranſlated into 
French by the well-known P. de Tournemine: 
printed at Paris 1726, in 7 vol. 12mo, 


Nine Es "welt Tat 


th 
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THE hiſtory of the times immediately ſub- 

j 

ſequent, has been collected by different writers, 
as chance and opportunity happened to preſent 


them with the materials. 


Pocockx, an Engliſhman, perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the oriental languages, having reſided 
many years at Aleppo, brought along with him 
at his return, various Syriac, and Arabic ma« 
nuſcripts, which he afterwards tranſlated into 
Latin: the principal of which is his Gregorii 
Abupbaragii Hiſtoria Dyna ſtiarum orientalium, 
with Pocock's own notes, printed at Oxford 
1663 and 1672, in 2 vol. to. He died in the 
year 1691. 


* 


We are told that Dictys Cretenſis, Dares 
Phrygius, and Joſephus Aſcanius, compoſed a a 
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hiſtory of their own times. But they eer- 
- tainly were not the authors of that hiſtory of the 
Trojan war, which is generally aſcribed to 
them, There is no doubt but it had its birth 
in Italy many years after they were dead. The 
laſt and beſt edition of this work was printed 
at Amſterdam in 1502, with notes by Madam 
Dacier, and Sam. Dreſeni, and with many im- 
preſſions of medals, and bas relievos, Madam 
Dacier has tranſlated Dares Phrygius, ſepa- 


rately, into French, 


Reingrvs REINECCIUS, profeſſor at 
Frankfort, died in the year 1591. The world 
is greatly obliged to the labours of this learned 
and indefatigable man, for rendering the ſtudy 
of chronology leſs intricate. In conſequence of 
his unwearied reſearches into the dark abyls of 

antiquity, 


an 
th 


el 
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antiquity, he has left behind him, among other 
things, theſe principal works: 

Familiæ Regum Ponticorum & Boſphora- 
norum ex flirpe Archæmenidarum. Lipſiæ 

1570. 41. | 

Familie Regum Macedonia, Lipſ. 1571, 

410. 

Familie Arſacidarum. Lipſ 1571, 4to. 
Syntagma Heroicum trium priorum Monar- 
chiarum, Helmſtadii 1594, 1 59 5, and 

1597, 3 vol. fol. 


I HALL now have the pleaſure to lead Your 
RoyaL HICHNESS from this obſcurity to a 


much more enlightened period. 


GRECIAN His rokv. 
Paus AxIAs, famous for his learning and 
eloquence, ended his days at Rome, in the 


B 4 happy 
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happy reign of Marcus Aurelius, at a very great 
age. There it was that he finiſhed his deſcrip. 
tion of Greece; in which, having gone through 
the more early ages, he comprehends every 
thing relative to the country itſelf, and its pe- 


Culiar fate, down to the times in which he wrote. 


His Deſcriptis Gracie was firſt printed at Ve- 


nice in 1516, fol, But I am of opinion, that 
the Leipfic edition, 1696, fol. with lander 'i, 
Sylburg's, and Kubn's notes, will be more uſe. 
ful, and alſo more entertaining to Your Royay, 


 Bicnuness. 


Taz only tranſlation of Paufanias, that! 
can recollect, is that of Gedoyn, printed t 


Paris 1731, in 2 vol. 4to. with cuts. 


HzrxoDoTVs, one of the oldeſt, and moſt 


venerable, among the hiftorians, lived almoſt 
fave 


tir 
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five hundred years before Chriſt, His little 
deſire of advancement, the knowledge he ac 
quired by traveling, the ſteadineſs of his man- 
ner in writing, his honeſty in diſcovering the 
grounds upon which his relations are founded, 
are all ſufficient reaſons why he ſhould now be 
believed, as he was beloved and honoured du- 
ring his life. He had many enemies ; but his 
virtues were proof againſt all their attempts. 
I am convinced Your Royar Hrcnxess 
will read this author with great pleaſure, both 
on account of the ſubject, and the ſtyle. He 
treats chiefly of the wars between the Greeks 
and Perſians, from the reign of Cyrus to the 
time of Xerxes, nr incledieg the hiſtory 
ef other nations. | 

Hrrodoti Hiftoriarum Litri IX. Grace & 

Latine, ex versione Laur. Valla, cis 

" annatat, J. ariorum audterum : ex — 
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fione & cum notis Fac, Gronovii, ba. 


accurately printed at Leyden in 1715, fil. as 
The beſt French tranſlation of this book is that . 
of the preſident Bouhier, printed at Lyons 
1746, 4to. | 
THUCYDIDEs, by birth an Athenian, and 
a Thracian general, was, by plots, and falſe = 
accuſations of his enemies, condemned to a 
twenty years baniſhment ; which time he em- ” 
ployed in writing a hiſtory of the war between ; 
Athens and Sparta; but was not able to carry | 
it farther than within fix years of its concluſion : a 
for his hiſtory comprehends only one and twenty 
— the twenty ſeven years m_x the Peloponne- 5 
| ſian war continued In his younger days he N 
Was a very attentive auditor to Herodotus, 
7 5 when he uſed to read his works to the people ts 
at the Olympic games, which undoubtedly laid * 


the 
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the foundatian of the general approbation with 
which his own writings have been honoured. 

T hucydides de Bello Peloponneſiaco, with 
Stephens's, Hudſon's, Waſſe's, and Duker's 
notes, was printed by Wetſtein in Am- 
flerdam, 2 vol. fol. 1731. 

A French tranſlation of this work, by Perrot 
d'Ablancourt, was publiſhed at Paris in 3 vol. 


12Mmo, 1714. 


XENOHON, who was alſo an Athenian, 
an author, and a ſoldier, was born about the 


time when Thucydides died, whoſe work he 


continued ; for the execution of which he had' 


ſufficient leiſure, as like the former he was 
obliged to ſhun his native country for many 
years together, To Socrates, he was obliged 


for his learning; and, for his military fame, to 


lis retreat with ten thouſand men, after Cyrus 


the 


— — — — 
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the younger had been defeated by his brother 
Artaxerxes Mnemon. It were unneceſſary to 
enlarge upon this retreat, as Your Royar, 
HiGcHNess will find it mentioned by almoſt 
every military writer, when, having ſtudied 
the theory, you proceed to the practice of the 
art of war. 

Of Xenophon's works, I prefer the Oxford 
edition in 1703, 5 vol. 8vo. to that which yas 


printed at Paris, 


Dioporvs, from the iſland where he was 


born, ſurnamed Sicul us, lived in the days of 
Julius and Auguſtus Ceſar. This author tra- 


velled no leſs than thirty years, merely with 


an intent to gather materials for his hiſtorical 
work; which originally conſiſted of forty 


books : but of which fifteen only have eſcaped 


the ravage of deſtructive time, Not that we 
: have 


ha) 


tho 


and 


tha 
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have much reaſon to lament the loſs, ſince 
\. thoſe which remain are chiefly filled with fables 
and inconſiſtent ſtories, mythological rather 
than hiſtorical, 

Diodori Siculi Bibliotheca hiflorica, was 
printed at Amſterdam 1746, 2 vol. fol. 
with Weſſeling's, Stephens's, Rhodo- 
man's, Urſin's, Valeſius' and Palmer's 
notes. 

Terraſon's French tranſlation of this book, 


in 7 vol. 12mo. was publiſhed at Paris from 


1737 to 1744 


ARRIANUS, by birth a Nicomedian, lived 
in the pleaſing times of Hadrian, Antoninus 
Pius, and Antoninus Philoſophus. His merit 
raiſed him to the conſular dignity ; and he had 
the happineſs, during an uncommon, but uni- 
verſal period of tranquillity, to diſcharge the 
duties 
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duties of his office, and to proſecute his ſtudies 
in peace. 
Arriani Eæpeditiones Alexandri, libri vii. 
was printed at Leyden, fol. 1704, un- 
der the inſpection of Gronovius, and 


with his annotations. 


QuinTus CurTivs RuFus. There have 


been many diſputes who this Curtius was; 


whether he lived in the reign of Auguſtus, 


Tiberius, or Veſpaſian ? whether this hiſtory 
of Alexander, bearing the name of. Curtius, 
was not written by an Italian in the fourteenth 
century? In ſhort, all that we can gather from 
theſe diſputes, ſeems to be, that the matter is 
Rill as doubtful as ever. Yet, for my own 
part, ſrom his ſtyle and manner of writing, ! 


cannot help being of opinion, that Curtius lived 


in the flouriſhing times of the Roman empire, 


14 5 and 


W 
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and that he was really the author of the work 
aſcribed to him. Freinſheim has endeavoured, 
by way of ſupplement, to add that which ſeems 
wanting to complete the hiſtory, Your Roy Al. 
HicHNEsS will find a more particular account 
of this author in Bayle, 

Quintus Curtius de rebus geſtis Alexandri 
Magni. To be met with every where. 
Firſt printed at Venice, 1471, fol. with 
Plutarchi Apophthegmata lacanica, The 
laſt and the neateſt edition I know of, 
is that printed at Leyden, 1724, 2 vol. 


4to. cum notis Variorum, with cuts. 


We now come to the 


ROMAN HIs TOR. 
Poly ius LYCORTA, a learned Greciang 
and an intimate friend of both the Scipios, 


urote his moſt admirable hiſtory during his 
reſidence, ' 
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reſidence, in a public capacity, at Rome, al. 
moſt two hundred years before the birth of 
Chriſt. There were originally forty books of 
this work; but, alas! no more than the five 
firſt, and a few ſcraps of ſome of the reſt, have 
reached the preſent age. 
A pompous folio edition of Polybius was 

printed at Paris, with Caſaubon's notes, 

in 1£09. 

'This fragment was tranſlated into French 
by Thuilliers, and in 1727 was pub- 
liſhed at Paris, with a very elaborate 
commentary by Chevalier Folard, 7 


vol. 4to. with fine plates. 


Cajus Crispus SALLUSTIUs, was born 
in ſome part of Italy, and educated at Rome. 
He was honoured, for ſome time, with'a ſeat 
in the Roman ſenate; but was expelled on ac. 
5 count 
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count of his diſſolute life; was reſtored by 
Julius Cæſar, and intruſted with the govern- 
ment of Numidia, which province he ſo fleeced, 
as to return to Rome loaded with riches. But 
his wealth was of ſhort duration; for he ſquan- 


ered it as profuſely as it was unjuſtly acquired, 


SoME remains of his Roman hiſtory, as alſo 
bis Hiſtoria belli Catilinarii & Fugurthint, are 


ſtill in being; of which there is a good edition, 
cum notis Variorum, printed at Amſterdam, 
eura Havercampi, 1472, 2 vol. 4to. His Hie 
ria belli Catilinarii & Fugurthini, was firſt 
printed at Venice in 1470, fol. and the laſt 


edition, which is indeed a very beautiful one, 


J- 


te 


was printed at Glaſgow, in Scotland, 1749 *. 


Jurrvs 
* The tranſlator of theſe letters takes leave to add, that 
{in his opinion) the beſt Engliſh tranſtatiop of Salluſt, is cat 


Publiſhed a few years ago, by Willam Roſe, A. M. in a 
pocket volume, 
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Jurivs Cs AR, the firſt Roman emperor, 
with whoſe life and heroiſm Your Roya! 
 HicHNEess is well acquainted, has ſhewn us, 
that there are hours of tranquillity, and repoſe, 
to be found even amidſt the hurry of the moſt 
important government. A prince cannot poſ- 
fibly employ his leiſure time better than in lite. 
rary amuſements : but he ſhould be particularly 
cautious as to the object of his ſtudy, leſt he 
ſhould inadvertently expoſe himſelf to the cavil- 
ings of certain impertinent writers, who may 
not chuſe to conſider him as a prince, but ſimply 
3s an author, Even Cæſar's commentaries, 

however generally admired, have not eſcaped 
criticiſm. . Aſinius Pollio, who lived in the 
reign of Auguſtus, charges them with the want 
- both of elegance and veracity. And Bayle in 
| his Nouvelles dg la Republique des Lettres, 1685, 


ſeew; 
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ſeems to be of the ſame opinion. The ſame 
ſentiment appears alſo in Voſſius, de Hiſtoricis 
Latinis, in my opinion, Cicero's character of 
this work is the moſt juſt, where he ſays, Nudi 
funt ornatu orationis, tanguam veſle detracta, &c. 
to which Bayle, in his dictionary, adds, On y 
trouve une grande nettet de ſtyle & toutes les 
beautis nigligtes, qu'un genie auſſi heureux que 
celui de Jules Ceſar pouveit rependre dans un 


ouvrage de cette nature, qu'il compaſoit a la hate, 
ans artifice, 


Cz$AR's life dgires your particular atten. 
tion, Let me adviſe Your RoyaL HIORHNESss 
not to omit Salluſt's compariſon between him 
and Cato, in his book de bello Catilinario. 
You may then chooſe, for your imitation, 
which of the two characters you are moſt di- 


ſirous to reſemble. - 


Task 
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THese commentariss were firſt printed at 
Rome, in the year 1460, in folio : ſince which 
an incredible number of editions have been 
| publiſhed in various parts of the world, They 
are univerſally read in ſchools. 


Lewis XIV. when a boy, tranſlated part of 
Cæſar's commentaries; and the work was pub. 
liſhed under this title: La guerre des Suiſii, 
traduite du premier livre des Commentaires di 
Jule Ceſar, par Louis XIV. Rey de France, 
Paris 1651, de l Imprimerie rayale, in folio, avec 
Fig. This is a very grand tranſlation, it muſt 
be confeſſed ; yet there is another, with a lels 
pompous title-page, done by baron Spanheim, 
- which deſerves the preference: the lateſt edition 
J have ſeen, was printed at Amſterdam in 4to. 
1728. 


D1ionys10s 


[Us 
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Dionysius HALICARNASSENSIS reſided 
at Rome no leſs than twenty-two years, in the 
reien of Auguſtus, His Antiguitates Romanæ 
conſiſted originally of twenty books, but of 
theſe no more than the firſt eleven have been 
preſerved. 

The beſt edition, with a French tranſlation, 
was printed at Orfurth in 1704, with Hudſon's 


notes *. 


Tirus Livius, who was born at Padua, 
is generally allowed to deſerve the firſt place 
among hiſtorians ;- partly from his own me- 
nit, and partly on account of the particular 
favours conferred on him by the emperor Au- 

LY a guſtus; 

Y "a excellent Engliſh tranſlation was publiſhed in this 


preſent year 1758, by Edward Spellman, Eſq;, See Monthly 


Review for September in the ſame year, 
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guſtus; who is ſaid to have aſſiſted him with 
the materials neceſſary in compiling his Roman 
hiſtory. Aſter the death of Auguſtus he re- 
turned to Padua, and died, on the ſame day 


with Ovid, in the ſourth year of the reign of 


Tiberius. 


His hiſtory, the firſt part of which is founded 
only on tradition, began with the foundation 
of Rome, and ended with the death of Druſus, 
But of a hundred and forty books, unfortunately 
no more than thirty-five are now in being. He 
was no leſs eſteemed during his life, than he 


has been ever ſince his death. 


His Roman. hiſtory was firſt printed at Ve- 
nice in 1470, fol. and the lateſt edition that I 


know of, was publiſhed at Amſterdam, in 17105 
| with 


with 
vol. £ 
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with Freinſheim's and Le Clerc's notes, in 10 
vol. 8vo. 


M. VeLLEJUS PaTERCULUs was firſt, in 
the reign of Auguſtus, tribune of the people, 
and was afterwards honoured-with the com- 
mand of the cavalry, in Germany, under Ti- 
berius. His epitome of the Roman hiſtory is 
allowed to be chronologically accurate; and he 
has, in general, done juſtice to the memory of 
great men, As to his panygeric upon Tiberius, 
K has had no other effect upon the minds of 
poſterity, than that of expoſing its author. 
His ſtyle and language does honor to the times 
in which he wrote; inſomuch, that we have 
great reaſon to lament that his works were not 


handed down to us entire. 


\ 


Tat 
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THe laſt and beſt edition of this author wa; 
printed at Leyden under the inſpection of Bur. 
mannus, cum integris ſcholits, notis, variis lec- 
tionibus, & animadverſionibus doctorum, 1744, 
Byo, 


- ConnweLivs Tacitus lived in the times of 


Veſpaſian, Domitian, and Nerva. Under the 


government of the laſt he arrived at the con- 


ſular dignity. Where he was born is uncer- 


tain. His hiſtory and annals carry with them 
the marks of a maſterly pen. Never was hi- 
ftorian more univerſally, and deſervedly, ellen 
ed: nor can any one boaſt of a more numerous 
and reſpectable liſt of commentators. On the 


other hand, he has alſo had many enemies. 
But ſince whoever has the feweſt defects, 5 


the moſt perfect, Tacitus undoubtedly deſerves 
LI 
2 the 


Vo 
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the praiſe he has acquired. His ideas are ſo 
peculiarly ſmart, pertinent, and ſo happily ex- 
preſſed, that in all probability he will continue 
a model, and alſo a ſtumbling- block, to all fu- 
ture hiſtorians, - | 


THe firſt edition of Tacitus was publiſhed 
at Venice about the year 1467, or 68, as ap- 
pears from a few liries at the end of the book, 
which alſo inform us, that it was printed by 
John Spire, as artis gloria prima ſue. This 
lame Spire printed Plinii Secundi hiſtoria natu- 
ralis in 1469. 

Taciti opera, que extant, cum notis diver- 
forum, &c. ex recenſione Joh. Granovii, 


was laſt publiſhed at Utrecht in 1121, 2 + 
vol. 4to. 


Vo I. III. E 8 
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C. SuxTonivs TRANQUILLUS, whoſe 
works were firft publiſhed at Rome 1470, fol, 
had not been long at Hadrian's court before he 
fell into diſgrace, and was obliged to fy, 
Writing was his chief employment ; and he is 
faid to have left behind him works of various 


kinds: but of theſe there are none remaining, 


except his lives of the twelve Czſars. There 
is a peculiar boldneſs in this hiſtorian, which 
may ſerve to teach all great people how neceſ- 
ſary it is that they ſhould be upon their guard 
in every action of their lives; for there will 
certainly be found ſome future Suetonius's who 
will dare to lift up the veil, and ſhew them to 
the world as they really were. 


Tus laſt edition of this author was publiſhed 


at Amſterdam in 1736, 2 vol. 4to. cum notis 


Fd 
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Egnatii, Glaream, Torrentii, Urfini, Caſauboni, 
Gruteri, Marcilii, Grævii, Patini, Burmanni, 
&c. 


APPIANUS Al EX AN DRIN us, a famous 
Greek writer, who connected the Roman hi- 
ſtory with that of other nations, as far as they 
were naturally interwoven, dividing it into 
different periods, as they were concerned with 
different people. Some part of his work only 
hath eſcaped thoſe evils which have robbed us 
of ſo many valuable books. He lived in the 
reigns of Trajan, Hadrian, and Antoninus 


Pius, 


Tux firſt impreſſion of his works appeared | 
at Venice in 1472, fol. and the laſt at Amſter- 


dam in 1670, in 2 vol. 8vo. 
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Drown Cass1us was of Greek extraction. 
He was ſometime governor of Smyrna, hut in 
the year 229, in the reign of Alexander Severus, 
was made conſul. Yet he was at laſt obliged 
to retire to Nicea, the place of his birth, where, 
in perfe& tranquillity, he wrote his Roman 
hiſtory, in the Greek language, of which a 
part is till in being. He is juſtly reproached 
with having been prejudiced againſt Pompey, 
Cicero, Seneca, and other great men. 

Dionis Caſſii Hiſtoriæ Romane, Libri 
XVI. Grace & Latine, ex verſione 
G. Hlandri, cum notis var. printed at 
Hanover 1606, fol. A French tran- 
ſlation was publiſhed at Paris in 1674, 
in 2 vol. 12mo. 


Lucius 
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Lucius Ax N Rus FLoRus, of the ſame 


family with Seneca and Lucan, lived about two 
hundred years after the birth of Chriſt. His 
epitome of the Roman hiſtory wants that uni- 
formity of manner, and ſimplicity of ſtyle, fo 


pleaſing in an elegant hiſtorian, 


TH1s author was firſt publiſhed by Ponta- 
nus, and afterwards by Salmaſius and Madam 
Dacier, with notes. In the year 1704 were 
printed at Cologn his Libri duo priores ex Cri- 
ticorum obſervationibus correcti, cum textus ra- 
tine, notiſque variorum hiſtoricis, politicis & 
antiguariis, ex editione Laur. Begeri, fol. with 


cuts. 


HERODIAN wrote his Roman hiſtory in 
Greek, his native language. It begins from the 
C 3 death 


| 
| 
| 
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death of Marcus Aurelius, and concludes with 
that of Pupienus, at which time Herodian was 
himſelf at the court of Rome, The work is 
divided into eight books, and contains, in par. 
ticular, an account of the ſuperſtitious ceremo- 
nies uſed at the deification of the emperors, 
Herodiani Hiftorie de Inperis poſt Mar- 
tum, vel de ſuis temporibus, libri VIII 
Grace & Latine, ex verſione Angeli 
Politiani, Ce. with Stephens's notes, 
printed at Leyden 1745, 8v0, 
A good French tranſlation, by Mangault 
was publiſhed at Paris 1745, 8vo. 


Ev TROP1Us ſerved under the Emperor 


Julian, and, in the fourth century, marched 


with him againſt the Perſians, His abbrevia- 


tion of the Roman hiſtory, conſiſting of ten 


books, begins with the foundation of the Re- 
public, 
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public, and continues down to the times-of 


Valentis, to whom he dedicates his work. 
Entropii Breviarum hiſtoriæ Romane, cum 
metaphraſi græca Pæani, & notis integris 
variorum, ex recenſione Sig. Haver- 
campii. Leyden 1729, 8v0. 
A good French tranſlation by Lezeau. 


SExrus AUREL1IUS VICTOR, alſo lived 
in the reign of Julian, in the fourth century, 
In the year 369 he was conſul at the ſame time 

with Valentinian, This author likewiſe has 


left us an epitome of the Roman hiſtory ; of 
which the laſt edition was publiſhed at Amſter- 


dam cum notis var. 1733, 4to. 


AuurAxus MARCELLINUs, died about 
ten the year of Chriſt 390, after he had finiſhed, 
de- in a ſtyle not the moſt pleaſing, a hiſtory, 
| C 4 which, 
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. which, from the matter it contains, muſt ne. 
ceffarily be of ſome importance. It originally 
conſiſted of thirty-one books; but of theſe, 
| eighteen only, which take in that period between 


Conſtantine and Gratianus, have eſcaped de- 


ſtruction. 

F ditio princeps, or the firſt edition, ap- 
peared at Rome in 1474, under this ti. 
tle, Ammiani Marcellini rerum geſlarum 
libri a XIV. ad XXVI. ex editione 4 

R Sabini Poitz. But the beſt edition of 
theſe remaining eighteen books was 
printed at Leyden in 1693, cum anns- 
tationibus Lingenbrogu & Valeſiorum, ex 


editione & cum notis Fac, Gronovii, cum 

hs: 
An LIus SPARTIANUSs lived in Dioclefian's 
reign, He wrote the lives of Hadrian, Cara- 


lla, and four other emperors. 
> pl f Jurvs 


ſt 


tu! 


4 


US 
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Jutivs CAPITOLINUS, alſo a Roman hi- 


ſtorian, lived in the third century. 


Attius LAMPRIDUS, in the fourth cen- 
tury, wrote the lives of Commodus, Diadumi- 


nian, Eliogabalus, and Alexander Severus; 


which he dedicated to Conſtantine, 


TREBELLIUS POLL1O0 compoſed, towards 
the end of the third century, a hiſtory of the 
Roman emperors, of which no more remains 
than a part of the reigns of Valerian, Gallien, 
and the thirty tyrants. But as he was not an 
hiſtorian of the moſt indiſputable veracity, the 
loſs of the reſt of his works is the leſs to be 
lamented. This is indeed generally the caſe : 
when once a man has been detected in a lie, 
he will find it extremely difficult to regain 

S that 
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that credit, of which all honeſt men muſt be 


ambitious. * 

me 

FL Avius Voriscus was born at Syracuſe, Foo 

and lived in the beginning of the ſixth century, Gr 

| in the reigns of Diocleſian and Chlorus. He * 

; ſettled at Rome, and there wrote the lives of hy 

Aurelian and Tacitus. His works are of no * 

| great eſtimation, nevertheleſs they happen to Jer 

have been preſerved. Te 
Tuxsx four laſt mentioned hiſtorians, to- 
gether with Vulcatius Gallicanus, who livel 

about the ſame time, were publiſhed together 7 

| at Paris in 1620, fol. and at Leyden in 1632, 5 

| in 4 vol. 12mo. eſte 

PLUTARCH, a famous Greek writer, may, I 

pler 


not improperly, be added to the catalogue, He 
| | | lived 
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lived in the reign of Trajan, by whom he was 
much honoured and efteemed. Beſides his 


moral writings, and ſome other pieces, fortu- 


nately are preſerved his lives of eminent 
Greeks and Romans. This work is indeed 
merely biographical ; yet, at the ſame time 
that it affords many excellent examples both 
for kings and ſubjects, it alfo throws a . confi - 
derable Iight upon the times in which thoſe 
great men lived, 

Plutarchi vite illuſtrium virorum, with 2 
Latin tranſlation, Paris 1624, 2 vol. 
fol, 

There are two ſeparate tranſlations by Amiot, 
and by Dacier; of which Amiot's is moſt | 


eſteemed. 


I Have been told that there is a ſup- 
plement to Plutarch's lives, written by one 


Rowe 


ö 
i 
; 
lh 
[ 
i" 
| 
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Rowe *, an Engliſhman ; but as I never ſaw 
the book, I can give Your RoyaL Hicnness 
no character of-it : nevertheleſs you will pro- 
bably chuſe to add it to your library. 


Ir Your RoY AL HiGHNEss chooſes to 
amuſe yourſelf by reading the actions of men 
in private life, I muſt recommend to you the 
following two biographical writers: Diogenes 
Laertius, and Cornelius Nepos. I dare ſay, SIR, 
you are perſuaded that there are private people 
in the world, whoſe lives may neither be unen- 
tertaining nor uninſtruQive, even to a crowned 
head, 


| Nepos 


2 This was Thomas Rowe, huſband to the celebrated 
poeteſs Mrs, Rowe, His work bears a good character among 
the karked in England and France: vid, Lives of the Poets, 
5 vol. 12m0. Life of Mrs, Rowe, 


Where 
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NEPos was a cotempory and intimate friend 
of Cicero. Laertius, in the reign of Alexander 
Severus, wrote the lives of the ancient philo- 


ſophers. 


PERHAPS, SIR, I have already treſpaſſed 
too far upon your patience with this imperfect 
catalogue; yet, poſſibly, it may add ſome 
little to your (I had almoſt ſaid innate) paſſion 
for learning: and it will always be in your 


power to command ſome one of fewer years, 


and greater abilities, to correct and to finiſh 


what I have ſketched out ſo faintly, 


Wr I now to venture far into the field 
of more modern literature, I ſhould probably 
expoſe myſelf to frequent contradiction; for, 


where we have perſonal and immediate con- 
| nections, 


, 

| 

i 

| 

i 

. - 

+ - 
| 

; 
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nections, our reaſon is generally led captive by 
our prejudices. However, I may venture to 
ſay, that no events have been related with more 
accuracy, than thoſe which have happened in 
France ſince the beginning of the fifteenth 
century: for it was ever a cuſtom with the 
monarchs of that kingdom, to have each his 
own cotemporary hiſtorian. And it is a true 
obſervation, that the more troubleſome the 
times, the more probable it becomes, that the 
real hiſtory of thoſe times will be communi- 


- cated to poſterity. Both parties have their 


advocates, who, by reciprocally diſcovering the 
weak ſide of their opponents, generally at laſt 


unveil the truth. Had we even lived during 


the factious minorities of the kings of France, 


we could not poſlibly have been better ac- 
quainted with the tranſactions of thoſe days, 

than we now are. 
T HERE 
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THERE is a ſcarce book, of which I am not 
poſſeſſed, but which Your Royar Hicnwness 
will, I dare ſay, chuſe to add to your library : 
This is the title: La Bibliothegue de Frangois 
Grudi, Sr. de la Croix du Maine ; ou Catalogue 
general de toutes ſortes d' Autheurs, qui ont tcrit 


n Francois, depuis 500 ans & plus. Paris 


1584, in folio, tom, J. More were never pub- 
liſhed. 


Axp if to this Your Roy AL Hicnness 
were to add the two following works, you will 
then want no affiſtant to point out to you the 
French hiſtorians. | 

Du Cheſne's Hiſtoriæ Francorum Scriptores, 
5 vol. fol. 
Du Bouguet's Rerum Gallicarum, & Fran- 


cicarum ſcriptores, 8 vol. fol. 


75 


- In 
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Ix the mean time perhaps, S1R, you may 
have no objeCtion to be made acquainted with 
ſome of the principal ancient French hiſtorians, 
Such of them as happen to be, at preſent, in 
my poſſeſſion, you will find in the following 
lift, 


| Touxrein I ſhall firſt mention, in order to 
inform you, that the hiſtory of Charles the Great, 
publiſhed under his name, 1s a mere romance, 
written in the old F rench language, with this 
title: Chronigue & Hiftoire faite & compiſe 
par Turpin, Archeveque de Rheims, contenant 
les proueſſes & faits d armes advenus en ſat 
tems du Roi Charles le Grand, dit Charle Magit 
& de ſon neveu Roland. Trad, du Latin, Pai of a no 
1527, 4%. | died arc 
Teal the Urſ 
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Jean SIRE de JOUVILLE, was a gentle- 
man of diſtinction at the court of Lewis the 
Saint, and, by the female line, of the houſe of 
Burgundy, He attended his ſovereign in vari- 
ous campaigns ; was brave, wiſe, and honeſt, 
Inthe year 1305, being then upwards of ſeventy, 
he wrote the hiſtory of his Royal Maſter's at- 
chierments; and died at the age of ninety. In 


the year 1748 was found an original manuſcript 


of this author, which was purchaſed for the 


king's library, If this ſhould ever be publiſhed, 
we ſhall then ſee whether M. du Cange has 


deviated from the intention of his author, 


Jean JUvENAL DES URsINs, was born 


of a noble family in Champaign, in 1388, and 
died archbiſhop of Rheims in 1473. This is 
the Urſins who was ordered by Charles VII. to 


inquire 
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inquire into the juſtice of che ſentence of Jo- 
hanna d' Arc, called the Maid of Orleans; but 
this inquiry was aſter her execution. He wrote 
the hiſtory of his own times, from 1380 to 1422, 
which was republiſhed in 1653 at Paris, with 
Godefroy's notes. 


ALAiN CHARTIER lived in the reigns of 
Charles VI. and VII. He had the remarkable 
honor to receive, when aſleep, a Kiſs from 
Margaret of Scotland ; who declared, it was 
not Chartier ſhe had kiſſed, but the lips from 
which the had heard ſo many good and pleaſing 
words. But regardleſs of this kiſs, which per- 
haps had better been never beſtowed, he was 
held in great eſtimation on account of his 
learning. The laſt edition of his works was 


publiſhed under the following title. 
La 


In 
are f 
to C] 


Py 


gento 


1445 
was 10 
whom 
undeſ 


throw! 


remoy; 
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las Oervres d Alain Chartier, Secretaire des 

Rois Charles VI. & Charles VII, Con- 

tenans Phiſtoire de fon tems, P Eſperence, 

le Curial, le Quadrilogue, & autres Pieces, 

Edition reveiie, corrigie & augmentte par 
Andre du Cheſne. Paris 161 7, 4to, 

In which, it may not be improper to obſerve, 

are found ſeveral pieces afcribed, by du Cheſne, 


to Chartier, which were certainly not his, 


PIII E DE Comines, Seigneur d'Ar- 
genton, was born of a noble family in the year 
1445, in Flanders, and died in 1509. He 
was lord of the bedchamber to Lewis XI. of 
whom he was a particular favourite; but was 
undeſervedly diſgraced by Charles VIII. and 


thrown into a vile priſon ; after which he was 


removed to Paris, into a more tolerable place 


of 
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of confinement: and, after two years impriſon- Fr; 

ment was found intirely innocent, His hiſtory 137 
comprehends the events of thirty-four years, 
in the reigns of Lewis XI. and Charles VIII. 
Notwithſtanding the various memoirs, which, 
for theſe many years paſt, have been crowded 
into the world of letters, thoſe of Comines 

retain their original value. 

Aa es Memoires de Philippe de Comines, T 

nouvelle edition, revue ſur les MS, en. Mon 

richie de notes & de figures, & d'un an- as all 

| ple recueil de preuves par I Abbe Lengit Theſ 

A Freſuoy. Paris 1744, 4 vol. 410. Paris 

| which 

IEAN FRoissART, canon of Chimay, was of Ca 
born at Valenciennes about the year 1337, and 

died, as is generally believed, in 1402. He Mr, 

wrote a chronicle of the tranſactions between Mauvi 


F rance, and H 
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France, Spain, and England, from the year 
1326 to 1400. 

Hiſtoire & Chronique de Fehan Froiſ- 
fart, contenant les guerres de France & 
d Angleterre, & autres lieux, depuis Pan 
MCCCAXRXPT. juſgu en MCCCC. Sc. 
Lyon 1559 & 1590, 2 vol. fol. 


— > 


To this work, muſt, neceſſarily, be added, 
Monſtrelet's continuation from 1400 to 14673 
i alſo that of Deny's Sauvage to the year 1516. 
Theſe laſt are printed together in 2 vol. fol. 
Paris 1572. Monſtrelet lived in the times of 


which he wrote, and was, ſome time, governor 


of Cambray. 


Micnzl pe Cas T EIN EA, Seigneur de 
Mauviſfiere, during the reigns of Charles IX. 
and Henry II. was ſent five times emaſſador 


to 
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to England, and may therefore reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to have been well acquainted with the 
ſeecret hiſtory of his times. His memoirs were 
publiſhed by Jean le Laboureurs at Paris 1660, 
2 vol. fol. To which are ſince added: Suite 
des Memoires de Caſtelneau, tome troiſieme, con- 
tenant les nouvelles additions & les preuves, E, 


avec pres de 400 armoiries en taille dou, 


Bruxelles 1731, fol. 


Your ROYAL HIC RNESss muſt be pleaſed 
to content yourſelf with this ſhort catalogue of 
the ancient French hiſtorians, for the preſent 
We are now come to the more turbulent times 
of the ligue and minority; when every hand 
that could hold a pen, ſcribbled in defence of 


fome party. But I fear thoſe days of diſorder 


would but ill agree with my Pyrmont water. 
I muſt therefore content myſelf for 2 while 
5 with 


with 
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with only thinking of my dear Prince, till it 
ſhall again be in my power to write to him. 


Were I aſſured that my plan of a library 


would be agreeable to Your Roy ar Hiocn- 
. uss, I ſhould continue it in ſome future letter. 
It might perhaps be of uſe to you, notwith- 


ſtanding ſuch inaccuracies as may naturally be 


ſuppoſed incidental to old age. 


I xnow I ſhall again be reproached with 
having wrote of things above your years; to 
which I anſwer, as I have already done, that 
| am well aſſured you will not deſtroy my let- 
ters as ſoon as you have read them : beſides, 
heaven only can tell when this will reach your 
hand, T write it in this my iſland of repoſe, 
ſar from the clamour of the noiſy world; where 
Lam daily adding to my conviction, how few 

| things 
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things are needful to the ſupport of man, 10 
of how little conſequence is the liſe of an in- 
dividual. If I ſhould be ſurpriſed by death, ! 
leave this, among other writings, as a proof 
how uninterruptedly my thoughts have been 
employed, with a deſign to add to your felicity, 


and am, dear Six, moſt ſincerely 


Your, &c, 


#keroe, 
May 27, 1754- 


LET: 
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LET. TER II. 


Rejoice to find that Your Roy AL Hicn- 
vxss continues to give daily proofs of your 
progreſs in uſeful knowledge. In this year 
you are become, in ſome degree, acquainted 
with the Latin language; and it ſeems but rea- 
ſonable that you ſhould dedicate its firſt fruits 
to the ſtudy of the ſacred claſſicks: you will 
therefore allow me to lay before you a few of 
thoſe paſſages which particularly concern the 
princes of the earth, and which together com- 
prehend a perfect ſyſtem of their duty to them- 


ſelves, their ſabjects, and to all mankind, * 


The paſſages here collected by the worthy Count, æe 
omitted by the Tranſlator, as they were many in number, and 


would have ſwelled this letter, as they have done the original, 


to an immoderate length, 


Vo I. III. D IN 
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Ix the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chro- 
nicles, there are many truths with which all 
princes ſhould de acquainted; many leſſons, 
warnings, and examples for their conduct. 
Longum iter, ſays Seneca, eft per præcepta, 
breve et efficax per exempla. Your Royal 
HiGHNEss is yet of an age to bear the truth 
unvarniſhed. But theſe books were partly 
written for the inſtruction of Princes, after 
they are arrived at an age when fincerity in a 
ſubject might be dangerous. With theſe ſacred 
writings they may retire, and gather knowledge 
in their cloſets, 


Lr me perſuade my dear Prince, to ac- 
cuſtom himſelf betimes to fear the great Creator 
of the Univerſe, and to make himſelf acquainted 
with his divine will. | 

You 


Yo 
ſacred 
as wel 
your Þ 
think t 
quent | 


much 
which 


Caſtalic 
VI. of 
addreſſe 
ſacras li 
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rationem 
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mans ſay 


than wit 


= 
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You will find, my dear Six, that theſe. 
ſacred writings contain many excellent rules, 
23 well for the government of yourſelf, as of 
your people. I hope therefore you will never- 
think them beneath your notice, and even fre- 
quent peruſal, You may. expect from them 
much advantage, and a kind of pleaſure, 
which you will find in no other reading, 
Caftalio, in his dedication to Edward -the 
VI. of his excellent tranſlation of the Bible, 
aldreſſes that prince in this manner, Lege 
ſacras literas animo pio ac religioſo, & te ad re- 
gendum regnum fic prepara, tanguam mortalis & 
rationem redditurus immortali Deo. Opto tibi 
Ma clementiam, Davidis pietatem, & Solo- 
mos ſapientiam. How can I conclude better 
than with a tranſlation of theſe words ? 
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RE Ap the holy ſcriptures with a pious 
and religious mind, and prepare thyſelf to 
< govern thy kingdom as becometh a mortal 
Being, who is one day to render an account 
© of his actions to an immortal God. I wiſh 
< thee the clemency of Moſes, the piety of 
* David, and the wiſdom of Solomon.” 


I am, &c. 


Akeroe, | 
May 30, 1754- 


LET: 
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LETTER Iv, 


=_— king, being confined to a ſick bed, 
and ſurrounded by a faculty, whoſe ran- 


dom ſtore of experiments was now intirely ex- 
hauſted, at laſt approached that ſolemn hour, 
which reduces all ranks of mortals to one com- 
mon level. Notwithſtanding the words of his 
comforters, he perceived his diſſolution not far 


off; he therefore called his two ſons, who were 


twins, and ſpake to them in the following 


manner: 


{I INHERITED, from my anceſtors, two 
t kingdoms. One is called the kingdom of 
© Content, and the other the kingdom of Fame. 
The firſt of theſe is that in which I have 
* lived, and in which I now die. The laſt I 


D 3 © never 
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never ſaw. Theſe two kingdoms are ſepa. 
© rated by a very dangerous ſea, and that of 


<« Fame is extremely difficult of accels ; for the 


« coaſt not only. abounds with hidden rocks 
© and ſands, but is continually infeſted by pi. 
© rates, Now 'tis decreed that you ſhall both 
© embark for this dominion, but in different 
* ſhips. One muſt go on-board the ſloop of 
Gcod. fortune, and the other muſt embark in 
© that of Ill. fortune. Which ſhall have the 
* firſt, and which the latter, muſt be determined 
by lot. But, O my ſons, there is a young 
0 princeſs called Virtue, whom he that aſcendi 
© the throne, and expects to continue there 
with fafety, muſt eſpouſe, and be ever care. 


* 


« ful not by any means to offend her, but muſt 


treat her with the utmoſt tenderneſs and af. 
fection: for the throne of Fame, which 


ſtands upon the brink of a precipice, is up. 


« held 
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© held by a ſiſter of the princeſs, whom I men- 
« tioned, called Juſtice,” 


Tk two princes drew lots, and promiſed 
faithfully to undertake the voyage in 'their re- 
ſpective ſhips. The good old king thus con- 
tinued: 


© UNAMBITIOUS of conqueſt, pleaſed with 
my uninterrupted tranquillity, angfatisfied 
© with the enjoyment of domeſtic happineſs, 


© have I worn my crown no leſs than forty 


© years. I know not that I have been guilty 


© of the leaſt injuſtice. My people ſeem to 


© have lived in peace and affluence, and my 


immediate dependents to have been uncom- 
* monly happy. And yet, at this awful hour, 
© I am, upon recolle&ion, conſcious of having 
© omitted many things by which I might con- 

D 4. «. ſiderably 
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« ſiderably have augmented the felicity of my 
« ſubjects ; of having neglected many of the 
duties, which, as the father of my country, 
I ought to have performed. I am now con- 
| © yinced that a king ought by no means to 
© conſider his own eaſe and happineſs as his 
© principal object, ſince the well-being of ſo 
many thouſands depends upon his conduct. 
And now, my ſons, 1 bid you an eternal 
farewel; and Oremember my laſt moments! 


Tus king died, and his two ſons embatkel 
for the land of Fame. He who failed in the 


Noop of Good. fortune, met with many Cifficul- 
ties, narrowly eſcaped many dangers, and was 


attacked by an incredible number of pirates ; 


but his propitious ſtars removed every obſtacle, 
and he arrived ſafe at the promiſed land. E- 


boldened by his ſucceſs, which he vain)y at 
i tributed 


Vas 
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m- 
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txibuted to his own proweſs, he mounted the 
throne; neglectful of the princeſs, by whoſe 
means alone it was poſſible for him to continue 
in the poſſeſſion of it. He now conſidered his 
new dominions as the fruit of his heroiſm, and 
his ſubjects as the ſlaves of conqueſt, Till at 
length, Juſtice, enraged at his. miſbehaviour, 
and total neglect of her ſiſter, withdrew her 
ſupport, and down he fell, headlong, into the 


ſea, 


THe other young prince, who embarked 
on · board the ſloop of 7//-fortune, had no ſooner 
put out to ſea than he experienced every diſaſter 
that adverſe winds, and angry waves, can bring | 
to paſs. The heavens darkened, the tempeſt 
aroſe, the billows foamed, his ſails were torn, 
bis maſts ſplit ; till his poor helpleſs bark was 
x laſt daſhed to pieces againſt a rock, and he 

D 5 Was. 
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was left alone upon the naked cliff. In this het 
ſituation he prayed to the Almighty, and did pri 

: not deſpair of relief. . After enduring, for many ſtru 
Hours, the extremes of cold and hunger, he lent 

' was at laſt taken up by a pirate, and condem- glac 


ned to ſlavery. But the ſhip had not failed 
many leagues, before ſhe ſtruck upon a ſand, 
and the whole crew perifhed, except himſelf, 
who ſwam-upon a plank towards the ſhore, 


6 Ir happened to be the ſhore of the kingdom 
b of Fame. Emaciated with his ſufferings, be 
was too weak to reach the land; but was caſt 
by the waves upon the beach, where he lay in 
a manner inanimate. Here again he muſt in- 
evitably have periſhed, had he not been per- 
ceived by the fair nymph of a neighbouring 
cottage, who kindly led him to her humble 
| habitation, and adminiſtered every thing in 
| her 
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her power to reſtore him to health. The 
prince no ſooner came to himſelf than he was 
ſtruek with the amazing beauty of his benevo- 
lent hoſteſs. She requeſted his ſtory; and he, 
glad to oblige her, related every circumſtance 
of his life from firſt to laſt, She ſeemed to 
liſten with rapture to the muſic of his voice; 
but when he had done ſpeaking, this was her 
reply, « O ungrateful man! Why muſt my 
© compaſſion for thee be requited with falſe- 
hood? I know thou art an impoſtor; for it 
© was: decreed, from the foundation of this 
kingdom, that two prinees of the ſame houſe - 
&ſhould never breathe upon this land at the 
ſame time. Now, I-muſt tell thee, thou art 
here on the land of Fame, and that the bro- 
ther thou mentionedſt is at this inſtant upon 
© the throne : therefore thou art a deceiver, 


and art thyſelf the cauſe of thy misfortunes.” ' 
He. 
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He was ſtung to the heart, and was, for ſome 
time, unable to ſay any thing in his juſtifica. 
tion. There is indeed nothing more piercing 
than a ſuſpicion of this kind to an honeſt heart; 
eſpecially from a perſon for whoſe favourable 
opinion we happen to be particularly anxious, 
He aſſured her, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that he was really the perſon he pretended to be; 
but to no purpoſe. She endeavoured to put a 
ſtop to his proteſtations, by teling him, that 
every word he ſpoke was an addition to his 
crime, and to prevent more guilt, inſiſted on his 


leaving the cottage immediately. 


He obeyed with tears in his eyes, and a 
heart ſwoln with grief; for he had already 
conceived an inexpreſſible paſſion for his fai 
deliverer. He reſolved however to purſue his 
way towards the capital. He had made but 

little 
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little progreſs before he was ſurpriſed with the 
uncommon rejoicings of the people. Aſking 
the cauſe, he was informed of the fate which 
had befallen his brother; and, upon a more 

minute inquiry, learnt that the tyrant fell from 
his throne the very moment in which he him- 
ſelf was caſt upon the ſhore. He inſtantly re- 
turned to the object of his ſoul, related to her 
what he had heard, and in the moſt paſſionate 
ſtrain ſolicited her affection, * SIR, ſaid ſhe, 
* fince I am convinced of your veracity, I am 
© not aſhamed to confeſs a very fingular regard 
© for you, and that nothing would add more 
© to my felicity than the intire poſſeſſion of 
© your heart: but, alas! you have forgotten | 
© your father's advice, and the promiſe you 
made. There is a certain Princeſs with 
* whom alone you can be happy, and by whoſe 
advice and affiſtance only it is poſſible for } 


you 
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you to fit ſecurely on the throne of Fame. 
Phis ſhocked the Prince like a blaſt of light. 
ning. He remained ſilent for a while: but 
at laſt took leave of her a ſecond time with à 
good deal of ſeeming reſolution and compoſure, 
He now made the beſt of his way to the me- 
tropolis, and aſter convineing the nobles of his 


right to the crown, was ſeated upon the throne. 
His firſt buſineſs was to inquire for the princeſs 
Virtue, whom he was reſolved to marry; but 


he was informed, that immediately upon the 


acceſſion of the late king, ſhe retired from 
court, and had ſince never been heard of. It 
| was however believed ſhe bad not left the 
kingdom, and therefore ſeveral of the nobility 
were diſpatched. in. ſearch of her. Not many 
days paſſed, before a meſſage was brought to 
the king that the princeſs was arrived. She 
was accordingly introduced to his preſence; 
| but 


to 
She 
ce; 
but 
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but who can deſcribe his ſurpriſe and rapture, 
when ſhe appeared to be the very nymph: 
whom he had ſo lately quitted with ſuch inex- 
preſlible reluctance? Their marriage was im- 
mediately ſolemnized, and he, inſtructed by 
his misfortunes, and adviſed by his fair conſort, 
continued to govern his kingdom many years, 
adored by his ſubjects, and extolled by all 
mankind, 


THvs it frequently happens. What we call 
Coad. fortune often proves our ruin; whilſt others 
ate conducted to happineſs. by temporary evils. 
Both good and ill- fortune require great circum- 
ſpection and ſteadineſs of ſoul; for in either 
ſituation we are apt to loſe the uſe of our rea- 
ſon: in our proſperity too much elated, or too 
much depreſſed in adverſity, Quemadmodum 
ſecundam moderate ferre decet ; fic adverſam non 

ſelum, 
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ſelum, ſed etiam funditus everſam fortunam fir. 
titer ferre debemus. Magna laus & admirabili 
videri ſolet, tulifſe ſapienter caſus adverſos, net 
Fractum efſe fortuna, retinuiſſe in rebus aſperi; 
dignitatem. 


Trwar Your ROYAL HicHNess may be 
ever fortunate, and yet diſtinguiſhed by thoſe 
virtues which are commonly the produce of 
ill fate, is my conſtant prayer: but if it ſhould 
pleaſe heaven to thwart you with diſappoint- 
ments, may they, at laſt, prove fortunate mi- 
fortunes to you, by adding to your caution, and 
teaching you, that by improving every little 
advantage, and oppoling every obſtacle with 
reſolution, how poſſible it is, in the end, to 
command one's own fate. Nihil beatius «fe 


pott mortali, quam ſi in rebus ſecundis unus ſi 


ex fortunatis hominibus, & in adverſis, ex ſunmi 
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viris, But in your hours of proſperity, may 
you not forget that there are thouſands in the 


ler world, who, at that inſtant, are groaning un- 


* der the weight of their misfortunes. I might 
call myſelf one of this number, if I placed my 
happineſs in power and affluence. But no: 
That I have ſerved with integrity, am happily 
retired, and dare expect my deliverer, Death, 
without fear, are bleſſings of which no power 

upon earth can deprive me, Opera danda, ut 

in es flatu ſimus, quem neque fortune temeritas, 


neque inimicorum labefaet injuria. 


Firtune diſcrimen in morte tollitur. 


I Have the honour to be 


Your, &c. 


L E T- 


»” 
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LETTER. V. 


HE Swedes are a free people; Your 

ROYAL HICHNESS muſt, therefore, 
very frequently, hear the word liberty. It has 
" but a diſagreeable ſound in the ears of a prince 
who happens to entertain a ſelfiſh paſſion for 
partial liberty; but has a pleaſing tone to one 
whoſe principal wiſh is the univerſal well-being 
of his ſubjects. 


Lr no one, by a falſe conſtruction of the 
word, ever perſuade you, that liberty is your 
enemy. It naturally conveys the idea of 2 
very great bleſſing to the poſſeſſors of it: you 
muſt therefore be its chief ſupport: 


Ir 
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IT was the buſineſs of a Roman emperor to 
adorn his triumph with ſlaves z and it may be 
that of ſome modern heroes to ravage the earth, 
make priſoners of war, and command with un- 
limited authority : but it is the happineſs of the 
king of a free people, that his power conſiſts in 
doing good, and may therefore be juſtly ſaid 
to reſemble that of the Almighty. I ſay it is. 
the happineſs of ſuch a king, and I really think 
it a very great one, conſidering the general de- 
pravity of human nature. It. is more than 
probable, that the limitation of his power will 
ſecure his conſcience from many a ſevere ſting. 
How much better a chance has he to obtain 
the real affection of his people, and a ſpotleſs 
character in the annals of poſterity, when he. 
is conſidered ſolely as the author of good 
Believe me, Six, the human heart is ſuch, 


that. 
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that no wiſe man will wiſh to be led ints 
temptation, And it is very evident, that to a 
truly good prince, our laws are no reſtraint, 
Such a king may, without the leaſt remorſe, 
execute juſtice upon thoſe that are refratory 
in refuſing to ſupply him with what they them. 


ſelves, by their repreſentatives, have volunta- 


rily granted: for he knows it can be no op. 
. preflive exaction. He can never reproach 
himſelf with having inadvertently involved his 
people in an ill-timed, or unneceſſary war, 
fince they themſelves adviſed and conſented to 
all his proceedings. 


Ir we caſt our eyes over the hiſtory of for- 
mes ages, we ſhall find, that abſolute princes 
have generally been miſguided by their paſſions, 
and that the happineſs of their people wa, 
very rarely, the motive of their actions. King 


Ale 


ſcien 


ito 
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are ſituated in the very midſt of temptations 
and kings are but men. How neceſſary is it, 
therefore, even for their own ſakes, that they 
ſhould be ſubject to ſome laws ! He who has 
before him no other than wholſome food, runs 
no riſque of being tempted to injure his health 
by a luxurious appetite ; and in like manner, 
he who has it in-his power only to do good, is 
happy in being freed from the anxiety of temp- 


tation, and the miſery of a wounded con- 


ſcience, 


WHarT advantage can it be to a king, that, 
with impunity, he may oppreſs and impoveriſh 
his ſubjects? May not he who exerts this power 
be juſtly compared to the picture of Envy 
gnawing her own vitals? Believe me, SIR, 
the people are the vitals of the king. 

Tux 
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Tux crown is in poſſeſſion of many glorious 
prerogatives; but the ſubjects have a natural 
right to many ineſtimable privileges. So long 
as theſe remain reſpoctively ſacred, felicity and 
power will be the reſult of their union. 


Tux prince who aſks no more than what 
the laws of heaven and of his country have 
allotted him, will obtain every thing when his 
rights, his honor, his ſecurity, call for. aſſiſt- 
ance : affection will go forth in his defence, 
and will force open the coffers of the moſt 


penurious. - 


Our Swediſh government has the mutual 
felicity. of both prince and people for its bak, 
A very conſiderable part of the burden reſis 


upon the king; whoſe buſineſs it is to guard 
and 


which 
to the 


ob] ive 


YOUNG PRINCE. 95 
ind protect the realm, and to give ſpirit and 
energy to the laws : in conſideration of which, 


he enjoys all the honours that majeſty can 
wiſh, together with a moſt ample revenue; 
which, when the times require-it, is augmented 
to the height of his deſires. The people are 
obliged to furniſh the neceſſary ſupplies, and 
they enjoy the privilege of forming ſuch laws 
3 they think neceſſary for the ſecurity of their 


his remaining property, their lives, and peaceful 

iſt. being. 

ce, 

noſt Bur, in ſome degree, to eaſe the king of 
his burden, and to prevent the danger which, 
Wing the triennial repoſe of the parliament, 

tual night ariſe, it has been thought convenient to 

dafs. point certain States-General to ſuperintend _ 

reſts e regular execution of the laws; who, after 

guard i ſerere inquiry, are honoured, or puniſhed, 

and 5 according 
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:ording as they have deſerved, At the re. 


ſignation of this important truſt, we follow the \ 
example of the Romans: In conſilium ſenatus a} ton 
univerſe populo deligi debent, adituſque in ilin WY vo 
ordinem omnium civium induſtriæ ac viriuti {rut 
patere. 
a Is 
War therefore ſhould tempt a king to Wl of ve 
deſire more, who enjoys the divine privilege our $i 
of doing good, poſleſſed of every deſirable WM to be 
blefling, and ſecure in the chearful aſſiſtance WW 1:1 bra 
of a grateful people? [ ſhall 
that thi 
WaarT have ſubjects to wiſh for, who art Wi the wh 
aſſured that their contributions are employel 
for their advantage and protection, and that Bex. 
no man's fortune will be impeded by the (elf tial to 
inſinuations of an undeſerving favourite: poverns, 
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War ſhould induce the States-General 
to miſbehave, when they are aſſured that their 
whole conduct will, one day, be ſeverely 


ſcrutinized in a general aſſembly of the people? 


Ix this ſketch, have I laid open to the view 
of Your RoyaL HICHN Ess, the very ſoul of 
our Swediſh government. If you ſhould deſire 
to be more minutely acquainted with the ſeve- 
al branches proceeding from the general ſtem, 

[ ſhall have a ſingular pleaſure in ſhewing you, 
that they all point towards the well-being of 


the whole community, 


BEyoOND all diſpute, Liberty is moſt eſſen- 
tal to the happineſs both of the head which 
poverns, and the members that obey; | provided, | 
in Sweden, it be ſubject to the law. 
vor. Ill E Tus 
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mal 
THe annals of this kingdom, bear ſufficient nex 
teſtimony of the fatal conſequences of arbitrary 
power. Thoſe who attended Charles XI. is I 
his laſt moments, ſaw that the ſighs and tear are c 
of poor ſubjects, driven from their peaceful ſcept 
dwellings and native foil, have a terrible effeton d th 
the conſcience of a dying king. A Charles XII. their 
thut up in Bender, underwent ſufficient penance WW free p 
- for the ungoverned ſpirit of a young conquerat WWW bis oc 
at Narva, unadviſedly enaQting laws, an Literr 
making war, merely to gratify his own ard ene, 
trary diſpoſition. eſſe deb, 
niſſnna 
Ix arbitrary governments, nothing is mo demitten 
common than to ſee mere children advanced 
to employments of the higheſt dignity and | An 
portance ; becauſe they ſtand in ſome rena tis own 


to a leading miniſter, or a court favorite. / 


y no me 
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man of the greateſt abilities, without con- 


nexions, ſtands no chance ſor preferment. 


Ir frequently happens, that arbitrary ꝓrinces 


are obliged to govern their people with an iron 


ſcepter; to inforce their commands with the edge 


of the ſword, and to wage cruel war againſt 
their own ſubjects 3 whilſt he that governs a 
free people, who make their own laws, ſpends 
kis golden days in peace and tranquillity ; 
Libertas civium, ſays Cicero, non acerbitate 
fuppucierum infſta, ſed lenitate legum munita 
eſe debet ; and alſo, He ſunt fundamenta fir- 
miſſma libertatis, ſui quemgque juris retinendi & 
demittendi eſſe dominum. 


AND though a king were ever ſo certain of 


is own abilities and integrity, yet he ought 


dy no means to encroach upon the liberties of 
0 i the 
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the people, left his ſucceſſor ſhould abuſe 
that power which he might uſurp with a good 
intention : for a good king will have an eye 
to poſterity in all his actions: Viro bono non 
minori cure eſſe debet, qualis reſpullica poft 
mortem futura, quam qualis fit dum vivit. 


Ir we could examine the hearts of thoſe 
princes who endeavour at arbitrary ſway, we 
| ſhould find them ſtimulated by a thirſt of 
power, merely for its own ſake. Thoſe who 
would enſlave even the minds of men, attempt 
that to which they certainly have no right, 
and which, in a free country, they will, in 
reality, never be able to effect. Though our 
bodies ſhould groan beneath the heavieſt chains, 


yet our minds muſt for ever remain uncon- To i 
| 0 

querable. Inviftus eff etiam, cujus fi corpus : 

conſtringatur, animo tamen vincula injici nunquan | 


5 | _ Cs 


iP 


YOUNG PRINCE. 101 
joſſunt, To enſlave virtue is out of the power 
of any king. Virtus ſemper & ſola libera eft, 
queque etiam, fi corpora capta ſint armis, aut 
cnſtricta vinculis, tamen ſuum jus, atque omnium 


rerun immuni tatem libertatemque tenet, 


I SHOULD be ſorry to have faid any thing, 
contrary to the veneration which J owe to ſo- 
vereign princes. 'The preſent mild pon 
of the earth, deſerve to be reſpected and 
eleemed, Their ſubjects are undoubtedly 
happy. But I know no reaſon why I, who 
a free-born, may not inſiſt, and demonſtrate, 
that the government of Sweden is beſt calcu- 


lated for the permanent felicity both of king 
and ſubject, 


To ſpeak in praiſe of liberty is no new thing. 
lt was originally interwoven with our nature. 
E 3 What 
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What the ancients thought of this matter we 


may judge from the words of Cicero : F 

Ira preclara eff, ſays he, recuperatio libertatis, cien 
1 ne mort quidem- ſit in-repetenda libertate fugi- jet 
enda. elte: 


An p in another place, 


Pro libertate magzanimis viris omnis debet eſi 


contentio. 


Ac Alx, 


Vita, corpus, fortuna, & res fumiliaris ita 
funt ſervanda, ut ealibertate poſteriora. ducantur, 


AND again, ; ligb 


Nihil melius quammemoria recte factorum, & 
Tbertats contentum, negligere humana. | 


We 
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Fr were needleſs further to conſult the an- 
cients for proofs of their opinion on this ſub- 
jet: for liberty ever was, and ever will be, 


eſteemed one of the moſt valuable of human 
bleſſings. 

Wnar I have thus written concerning li- 
berty, was not ſolely intended for the ſatisfac- 
ton of Your Royar Hicnness, but partly 
for that of my countrymen, who cannot but. 
rejoice when they are informed, that their he - 
reditary prince will preſerve their liberty, from 
athorough knowledge and conviction of its 
nature; to which, as to the human heart, the 
lighteſt wound is mortal. If a prince, thus 


convinced, ſhould find any one endeavouring, 


to perſuade him, that liberty may, without, 
danger, be infringed, he will look upon ſuch, 
| E 4 an 
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an adviſer, as a traitor to his country and his 
king. Yes, my dear SIR, you will do well 
to rank him among that deſpicable race of mor- 


tals, who, aſter having broken a ſolemn oath, 


would tamely ſubmit their necks to the yoke * 


of oppreſſion. Nihil poteſt fieri dementius, 


quam ſcientem in eum locum venire, ubi libertatem 


Air perditurus, 


UNDER the government of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, our liberty is in no danger; and, I hope, 
it will be equally ſecure during that of his 
lateſt poſterity. But, ſhould the times fo 
ſtrangely alter, as that this darling of our hearts 
ſhould ever be attacked, let me adviſe Your 
Roral Hictwess to have a watchful eye 
upon thoſe who make the firſt attempt: you 
will probably find in them a ſtrange mixture 
of ſelfiſhneſs, ambition, envy, and revenge- 
| Judge 
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judge then, my dear Sin, how unfortunate 


muſt be the ſituation of that prince, who 
ſhould inadvertently put himſelf in the power 


of ſuch monſters, 


Fox my own part, my ever dear Prince, 1 
think that I am ſo well acquainted with your 
heart, and believe myſelf ſo certain of my own 
integrity, that I would, without the leaſt fear, 
ſubmit to your abſolute dominion ; but it is my 


duty to defend the rights and privileges, not 


only of my cotemporary fellow- ſubjects, but 


even thoſe of their chains children, 


Tavs have I, in ſome degree, complied 


with the inſtructions which I received from 


your Royal father, May your Roy ar. HIOR- 


NESS, and your deſcendents, live to convince - 


the world, that Cornelius Nepos was not un- 
E 5. excepbonably 
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.exceptionably right when, in the life of Milti- 
ades, he ſays, Rare admodum reperiuntur, qu 
emicitiores ſunt civium libertati, quam ſue de, 


gnination. 


: 1 HAVE the honour to- be 
Your, &c. 
Ekeroe, 
Inne 13, 1784. 
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NOWING the temper and diſpoſition. 


of Your Rox AL Hicnness fo well, 


it is eaſy for me to foreſee, that as you improves 
in the Latin Tanguage, you will grow every day: 
more anxious to become acquainted with the 
ſentiments of the ancients ; eſpecially in thoſe 
matters which are principally the ſubjects of” 


rational enquiry, 


Tax knowledge of our Creator ſeems natu- 
rally to engage our firſt attention, He is in- 
deed the beginning and the end of all things, 
witether we contemplate him with regard t@- 
his being, or to his works, | 


'B 
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I BELIEVE it will not be unpleaſing to 
' Your ROYAL Hicnnzss if I ſhould ſelect 
from the heathen writers ſome of the paſſages 
which point at the unknown God. TI leave 
the tranſlation of them to yourſelf, It will 
both inſtru and amuſe you, The following 
are all from Cicero, 

In hoc ſumus ſapientes, quod naturam optimam 
ducem ſeguimur, eique paremus. CICERO in 
Car. 

Cogimur diſſenſione ſapientum, Dominum no- 
rum ignorare, ACAD. QUEST, | 

Deos placatos pietas efficit & ſanctitas. Dr 
orric. Lib. 2. PE 

Princeps ille Deus omnem hunc mundum regit. 
Son. Scir. 

Salus haminum ęſ in Dei tutela. 3. Dr 


FINIB, 


Minim. 
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Minime convenit, cum ipſi inter nos abjedti, 

negleAique ſimus, poſtulare, ut Diis immartalibus 
eari ſimus, & ab its diligamur. IBI. 

Nec vero pietas adverſus Deos, nec quanta his 
gratia debeatur, ſme explicatione nature intelligi 
patzt. DE FINIB. BONOR., & MALOR, Lib. III. 

Madefiiam quandam cognitis rerum cælgſtium 
afert iis, qui videant, quanta fit etiam apud Deos 
moderatio, quantus ordo : & magnitudinem animi 
Derum, opera & fadta cernentibus : Fuſtitiam 
etiam, cum cognitum habeas, quod fit ſummi rectoris 
& Domini Numen, quod conſilium, que voluntas, 
lam. Lib. IV. 

Mulla gens tam fera, nemo omnium tam imma- 
ms, cujus mentem non imbuerit Deorum opinio. 
Tvscur. sr. Lib. I. | 

Vetera ſapientum præcepta jubent tempori pa- 
rere, & ſegui Deum, & ſe noſcere, & nihil nimis. 
Dr rixIB. BoNOR. & MAL OR. Lib. III. 

Deu 
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Deum ipſum & divinum animum, corpore libe. 


ratum, cogitatione complecti non poſſumus, T vsc; 
QUEST, Lib. I. 
Sfeuti Deum mfſſe oportet, etiam fi ejus ignares 


locum & faciem ; fic animum tuum tibi notum 
d oportet, etiamſi ejus ignores & lacum & furmam. 


Iz: 

: Parum recte Deo immortal caltus, honor, pre- 
ceſue adbiberentur, niſi nos juvare poſſet ac vellet. 
De naTusx. DEOR. Lib. I. 


Deo vitæ hominum conſulitur & providetur, 


Iain. 
Præſtam Dii natura hominum colenda «ft pic- 
tale. 

Nihil poteſt effe tam apertum, tamgue pefſfi. 
aum, cum ceelum ſuſpeximus, cœlyſtiague contems 
dali fumus, quam efſe aliquad Numen preftanti} 
fame mentis, quo hac regantur, IBI. Lib. II. 


* 
[+ 
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Nemo tam cæcus in contemplandis rebus unguam 
fuit, ut non videat ſpecies hominum collatas in Deos, 
aut conſilio quodam ſapientum, quo facilius animes. 
imperitorum ad Deorum cultum d vite pravitate 
cmverterent, aut ſuperſtitione, ut eſſent ſmulacray 
que venerantes Deos ipſos ſe adire crederent. Inn. 
Lib. I. | 

Omnibus innatum et, & in animo quaſi. in- 
ſalptum, eſſe Deum. IEIn. 

Eſe Deum, ita perſuaſum eft, ut id qui neget, 
vix ſane mentis exiſtimari i debeat. 18D. Lib. II. 

Ex cognitione Dei oritur pietas. IB. 

Mala. eft & impia conſuttuds contra Deos dif- 
gutand:, froe ex animo id fit, ſrve ſimulate, IB1D, 
Multis placuit illa calliditas, ut ad errorem mul- 
titudinis- religiones ſimulacra fingerent. DE Divi- 
NAT, Lib. I. | \y, 

Eft. profecte Pom & — illius mun- 
tut adminiftratur, idemque conſulit rebus huma- 


* .* 
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nis nec ſolum univerſis, verum etiam fingulis, 
Is ip. 

Dei Numini parent omnig: TB1D. 

Ef preſentem aliquam eternamque naturam 
eum ſioſpiciendam admirandamque hominum generi, 
| puleritads mund;, ordogue rerum cœlyſtium cogit 
conſiteri. Ini. 

Ex tot generibus, nullum ef animal prater Jo- 
minem, quod habeat notitiam aliquam Dei. Dr 
TRG. Lib. I. | 

 Nulla gems ———— neque tam 
fera, que non, etiamſi ignoret, qualem haber 
Deum deceat, tamen habendum ſciat. 191D. - 
The Deum agnoſcit, qui unde ortus, quaſi ”y 
oordetur, ac noſcat. IBID. 

- Homini cum Deo eft ſimilituds, 11D. 

A Deo immortali nobis agendi capienda ſunt 


Primordia. I51D. Lib, II. 


Tihud- 


14. 


2 


S 


JE 


ere 
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Mud omnibus perſuaſum eſſe debet, Dominos 
eſe emnium rerum ac moderatores Deos : eaque, 
que gerantur, eorum geri judicio ac numine, eof- 
demque optime de hominum genere mereri, & qualis 
quiſque fit, quid agat, quid in ſe admittat, qua 
nente, qua pietate religiones colat, intueri, piorum- 
gue & impiorum habere rationem. IBI. 

Mhil minus Deo gratum g, quam non omnibus 
datere ad ſe placandum & colendum viam. IBI). 

Stultum eft parietibus includere Dis, quibus 
wa debent eſſe patentia ac libera, quorumque hie 
rotundus emmis templum eft atque demus. 1 BID. 

Divina mente mundus regitur, Deorum benig- 
utate hominum confulitur generi. 1B1D. 

Parentem hujus univerſitatis invenire difficile 
et, & cum jam inveneris, indicare in vulgus ne- 
fas putatur, TiMAUs, SEU DE UNIVERSO, 


FRAGMENTUM\ ; 
D * 
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Dei nutu & arbitrio, lum, terra, mariaque 
reguntur. Pro SEX. Roscio AMERiNG. 

In religiombus ſuſcaipiendis caput eft, mniterpre. 
tari, que voluntas Dei immortalis eſſe videatuy, 


nec eft ulla erga Deum pietas, niſi honeſta. a; 


Numine illius ac mente opinio, cum expeti nihil 


ab eo, quod fit injuſium atque inhoneſlum, arbi. fl 

trari. PRO DOMO-SUMA AD PONTIFIC, m 

 Impium eft, Det immortalis numine abuti ad 7 

hominum timorem. TB1D: in 

a Nuit off tam vecors; qui aut cum ſuſpexerit ir F 
ccelam, Deos eſſe-non ſentiat, & ea, que tanta mente 

- flat, ut” vix quiſquam arte ulla ordinem rerum pr 


ac neceſſitudinem perſegui poſſit, caſu fieri putet. 
OnArro DE HARUSPICUM RESPONSIS. 

Deorum immortalium numins omnia reguntur 
& gubernantur, IB1D; | 


in 


:  Nihil mortales a Diis immortalibus uſu capert qu 
* poffimt, Trp, in 


Paremtibus 


que 


res, 
ur, 
45 
il 
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Parentibus & Diis immortalibus & patriæ nos 


primum natura conciliat. Bodem enim tempore & 


ſaſcbimur in lucem, & hoc cœleſti ſpiritu auge- 


nur, & certam in ſedem civitatis ac libertatis ad- 


ſcribimur. Ina D. 


Si gui ſatis opibus hominum ſibi contra conſcien- 
tiam ſepti eſſe & muniti videntur, Dei tamen nu- 
men horrent, eaſque- ipſas ſolicitudines, quibus 
eorum animi noctes atque dies exeduntur, a Dea 
inmortali, ſupplicii cauſa, importari putant. DA 
FIN1B, Lib. I. 


Onnium rerum magnarum a Diis immortalibias- 


principia ducuntur. ORAT.-IN V ATINIUM-. : 


Dii immortales interdum in hominum ſceleribus 
maximis aut connivent, aut præſentis fraudis pœnas 
in diem reſervant. Pro. M. CoEL1o0. 


El profecto vis celeflis & numen arvinum, ne- 
que in his corporibus atque in hac imbecillitate naſtra 
tneft quoddam quod vigeat & ſentiat, & non ing 


ith 
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in hoc tanto nature tam præclaro motu ; niſi forte 
idcirco efſe non putant, quia; non apparet nec cerni- 
tur, perinde quaſi naſtram ipſam mentem, qud ſa- 
pimus, gud providemus, qud hac ipſa agimus & 
dicimus videre, aut plane qualis aut ubi ſit, ſentire 
peſſimus. PRO T. AnNio MILONE. 

Nihil turpius, quam ſi ad impietatem in Deum, 
injuria in homines adungatur. 
Præclariſſimos queſque, non niſi adjuvante Dec, 
tales fuiſſe credendum . DE NATUR. Doz. 
Lib. 1I. 
* uir magnus, ſine aliguo 8 divine 
unquan fict. ISI. 

Homines atiam, cum tacite aliguid optant aut 
wenent, haud dubitant, quin Deus illud araudiat. 
De Divisarz. Lib. I. 


SUCH, and many more to the ſame purpoſe, 


are the words of Cicero. One would imagine 
5 | it- 


e 


. 


le 


it. 
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it ſcarce poſſible for any one to have come ſo 


near the hidden treaſure, and yet not to have 


found it: for, if we exchange the plural for the 


ſingular number, we ſhall find his ſentiments 
not much different from thoſe of a chriſtian. 


Your ROYAL HIOHNESS may probably 
think it alſo worth your while to enquire what 
was the opinion of this great moraliſt, concern- 
ing the ſoul and its immortality. The follow- 
ing paſlages will, in ſome degree, fatisfy your 
curioſity, | 


Non cum corporibus ſimul intereunt animi, 


negue morte delentur omnia. L =11vs, five de 


amicitia, 

Noſtra que dicitur vita, mors eft ; illi autem 
vrvunt, qui & cor porum vinculis tanguam & carcere 
eolant, Sox. SCIP, | 

Infra 
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Infra lune orbem nihil eft, niſi mortale & gg. 
ducum, præter animos, generi hominum munere 
Dei datos, IB1D. 

Non ſumus mortales, ſed corpus naſtrum, na 
enim hi ſumus, quos forma declaret, ſed mens cu- 
Juſque, is eft, quiſque : non ea figura, que digit 
.demon/trari poteſt. IBI. 

Animi cum corporibus exceſſerunt in colin, 
guaſi in domicilium ſuum, perveniunt. I. Tuscul. 

Exceſſu vite non ita deletur homo, ut funditus 
intereat. IB1D. 

Qui negant animor remanere poſt mortem, pri- 
vant nos.efſe beatioris wite. IBID, 

Tum maxime mentes ſapientum ac fortium vi- 
rorum, cum corpore exceſſerint, ſentiunt ac vigent, 
ORAT. PRO P. SEXTIO. 

Nihil Deos homini mente præſtabilius didi, 


In CATILIN. 
© = Deus 


ol 
ſat, 


nem 


que 
4 


intel 


(A- 


* 
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Deus animas in corpora humana ſparſit, ut eſ- 
ſent, qui terras tuerentur, quiſue cele/tium ordi- 
nem contemplantes, imitarentur eum vitæ modo at- 
que conſtantia. TB1D. 

Animum eſſe in corpore, ex 1ts rebus, quas geris, 
intelligimus. In CATI. 

Minime conſentaneum videtur animos, dum in 
corporibus ſint mortalibus, vivere, cum exierent ex 
us, emori. IBID, 

Animus nec cum adeſt, nec cum diſcedit, agpa- 
rd, IBID, : 

Tum denique .animus naſtar victurus g, cum 


exceſſerit e vita. IBID. 


Optimi cujuſque animus maxime ad immortali- 


tatis gloriam nititur. IBIn. 


Animo hominis nihil eft præſtantius neque divi- 


mus, PARADOx. I. 
Ogus in domum ſuam perveniet animus nofter, 
jam tum, cum erit incluſus in corpore, eminebit 


- foras, 


A 
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foras, & ea, que extra erunt, contemplans, quan 


maxime ſe d corpore abſtrahet. Sox. Scip, 
Multo difficilior occurrit cogitatio, multoque ob- 


- ſeurior, qualis animus in corpore fit tanguam alienæ 


domui, quam qualis cum exierit, & in liberum c&- 
lum, quaſi in domum ſuam, venerit. I. Tusc. 
Cum animus ex corpore heminis exceſrit, tum 
domum. revertiſſe videtur. DE Divixar. Lib. J 
Maxime viget, vivitque animus poſt mortem, 


cum ommino ex corpore exceſſit : itaque appropin- 


guante morte multo eft divinior. IB1D. | 
A natura Dei hauſtos animos & delibitatos ha- 


bemus : cumque omnia completa ſint & referia 
eterno ſenſu & mente Divina, neceſſe eſt, cogni- 
tione divinorum animorum, animss humanas com- 
moveri, IBID. | 

Sparſum in terras atque ſatum genus humanum, 


divino auftum eft animorum munere : nam quad 


alia, quibus coherent, homines # mortal: genere 


funſerunt 


ſunſe 


ingen. 
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ſunſerunt, que fragilia eſſent & caduca ; animus 


ingeneratus M a Des. I. DE LEG1B, 


THESE are ſtrong examples of the power of 
natural reaſon in its utmoſt extent, If the 
heathens are, in any wiſe, culpable, it is be- 
cauſe they did not always make a right uſe of 
the light which they received from nature; 
but how aſtoniſhing is it, that there ſhould be, 
even at this day, many chriſtians who are leſs 
enlightened than were the heathens ! they 
know indeed that there is a God; but, by 
their lives, one would imagine they thought 
him at too great a diſtance. to obſerve their 


ations, 


Lr me adviſe Vour Roy AL Hicuness 
to begin your enquiries into religious truths 
betimes, Let reaſon and nature be your guides, 
Vor. III. F 28 
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as far as it is in their power to conduct you; 
and, when theſe ſtop, you muſt have recourk 
to Revelation, which will infallibly lead you, 
through paths of real pleaſure, to that hapyi. 


neſs which alone deſerves your care. 


As for our friend Cicero, Your Rovar, 
 Hi6Hness will be ſurpriſed when I tell you, 
that, in his actions, he was not ſo good a mar 
as, from his writings, one would imagine, 
Notwithſtanding his ſeeming knowledge of the 


divine Being, and the great excellence of virtue, 


he was not, at all times, ſcrupulouſly honeſt. 


My deareſt Prince! I pleaſe myſelf with 
the thought that you were created a peculiar 
| blefling to this kingdom. I have often warred 
you againſt the pernicious conſequence of pu- 
ting your truſt in men of looſe principles, or 
N immo 


mmot 
too oft 


be you 


grant t 


your 5 
cloſe a 


to your 


14 
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immoral practice. I cannot repeat this caution 


too often, Remember, S1R, that religion will 


f be your beſt and ſtrongeſt ſupport. Heaven 
i grant that I may ſee your virtues increaſe with 
your years, and I ſhall then, with pleaſure, 
cloſe a life which, to its period, will be devoted 
o pour ſervice. 


I HAVE the honour to be, &c. 


Kieſæter, 


21 June 1754. 


— Og 
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| one, 

\T OTHING can be more agreeable than rece 
the days which J paſs in this delightful mou 
ſolitude, in conſtant watchings over my weak who. 


health, and in contemplating the beauties of WM a fn 


nature, and her univerſal beneficence to man- ſuch 


kind, fourt 


dane 

T syEND part of my time in endeavouring to invite 

do as much good as poſſible in this my little that ] 

circle of neighbours and acquaintance. I re- Ty 

verence the aged, I aſſiſt the poor, I caule the hhew 
ſick to be viſited by my own phyſician, I en- | 

courage the innocent amuſements of the young, Ir 

and, in ſhort, I am pleaſed with every thing frand: 

that gives pleaſure to others; yet I have had the & 

the mortikcation. to diſcover, that I have not time, 


been 


an 
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been able to ſeclude Envy even from this ſe- 
queſtered corner of the world, Why, ſays 
one, were not the alms, which my neighbour 
received, given to me? Another is out of hu- 
mour that my doors were not ſhut againſt thoſe 


whom he thinks undeſerving of my hoſpitality. 
A third imagines that the care which I took of 
ſuch a one, was more juſtly due to him. A 
fourth thinks herſelf full as well qualified to 
dance upon the green, as any of thoſe whom I 
invited the laſt St, John's eve. A fifth ſuppoſes 
that I have ſome ſecret view in bribing the af- 
ſections of the people, which will not fail to 

bew itſelf upon a proper occaſion. 


IT were impoſſible for me to tell half the 
kandal with which envy and ſelf-love poiſons 
the tongues of theſe ruſticks. In the mean 
tne, it adds to my conviction, how impoſſible 

F 3 | it 
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it is to pleaſe every one; and that popula: 
eſteem is built upon . very weak foundation, 
Yet theſe conſiderations are of ſo little weight, 
as in no wiſe to influence my actions. I ſeck 
nothing but my own internal ſatisfaction, and 
am entirely indifferent whether I receive more 


or leſs gratitude in return, 


WERE I the Prince of theſe people, conſi- 
dering me as the ſecondary diſpenſer of good 
and evil, they might expect a juſt diſtribution 
of my favours ; and that I ſhould be moſt 
dountiſul to the moſt meritorious. The power 
of univerſal benefaction, is the peculiar happi- 
neſs of princes: and a God-like happineſs it is, 
where they want neither heart nor head to 
guide their diſpenſing hand with propriety. 
A few kind or juſt actions, ſcattered as it were 
by chance through a kingdom, are of littic 
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more conſequence, and make no more impreſ- 


ſion on the minds of the people, than a paſſing 
cloud. They are ſeen, admired for a moment, 
and forgotten. If you mean to erect a monu- 
mental column that ſhall laſt thro? future ages, 
nothing but an early beginning, and an unin- 


terrupted adherence to the work, will be ſuffi · 


cient to complete the edifice, 


No people upon earth have a greater vene- 
ration and eſteem for their king, than the 
Swedes ; none therefore are more deſerving of 
a juſt and gracious ſovereign, As you are 
gracious, you will continue your partiality to- 
wards your old ſervant, and, becauſe you are 


juſt, you will believe me to be, &c, 


Kieſzter, 


June 25, 1754: 
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LET TEX VIII. 


T has long been proved, beyond contraʒ 

diction, that a kingdom can be neither 
rich nor poor to an immoderate degree, fo long 
as there is no want of inhabitants in general, 
and of men of genius in particular, Our 
wants always increaſe with our affluence, and 
our ſuperfluous money is then exchanged for 
foreign commodities; thoſe of our own country 
will alſo bear too high a price to be vendable 
in foreign markets. At laſt the ſcale turns ; 
we become poor by inſenſible degrees, and 
are obliged to have recourſe to the ſame means 
by which our wealth was firſt acquired. This, 
in time, turns the ſcale in our favour, and the 


ballance is again brought to an equipoize. 
| Tavs 


[VS 
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Tavs it appears, from the nature of things, 
that when the Creator bad mankind increaſe 
and multiply, he ordained at the ſame time, 
that, how numerous ſoever they might be, they 
ſhould find ſubſiſtence in their own induſtry. 
Your RoyaL HiGHNE3s may lay it down as 
an indiſputable maxim, that the felicity both 
of king and ſubject conſiſts in the number of 
people, For this plain reaſon it appears, that 
a war is to be dreaded, not ſo much on ac- 
count of the expence attending it, as for the 
deſtruction it may cauſe of many uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety. 


. AMonG the falutary rules of government, 
which I have thought it my duty to lay before 
Your Royal HiGcHNEss, thoſe which tend 
to the increaſe of people, are certainly the moſt 
13 important. 
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important. If this kingdom be capable of 
containing twenty times the number of its 
preſent inhabitants, it is then twenty times 
poorer than it ought to be. As to the means 
of improvement, it muſt be the object of future 
eonſideration. At preſent it is ſufficient that 
you are convinced there is truth in the maxim, 
When the brighteſt and moſt intelligent of 
your future ſubjects ſhall be made acquainted 
with your deſign, there will be no want of 
projects adequate to the purpoſe. In the mean 
time the few following hints may not be 
entirely unworthy your notice. 


A MILD and juſt government will tempt fo- 
_reigners, who labour under oppreſſion at home, 
ts ſettle in your kingdom. 


LET 
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LE r your ſubjects be ſecure in their liberty, 


and let them have no reaſon to fear, leſt the 


fruits of their labour ſhould be enjoyed by the 


luxurious Great. 


Ler there be an unlimited freedom of ex- 


pottation, that the produce of the land may 


not ſpoil in the hands of the labourer. 


LET your mines, woods, and arable lands, 


be managed with ceconomy, leſt the natural 
riches of our country ſhould diſappoint your 
hopes; for if the main ſtream ſhould be drained, 
every little brook will alſo fail. 


LzT your army and navy, even in time of 


peace, be carefully preſerved and diſciplined ; , 


and let your own eyes convince you, that your 
fortifications 
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fortifications are kept in good repair : for theſe 
will be your beſt ſecurities for a laſting peace. 


Lex your public ſtore-houſes be amply ſup- 
plied, that the poor may have no reaſon to be 


apprehenſive of a famine ; and let there be no 
want of hoſpitals for their reception, if the 


land ſhould be viſited with peſtilence. 


LET arts, both liberal and mechanical, 
meet with proper encouragement : thus the 
circulation of money will be accelerated, and | 
the labourer will not want ſubſiſtence, 


Le the price of proviſions be fo regulated, 
as that they may not become too cheap ; for 
it is indiſputably true, that, when theſe arc 
moſt plentiful, our manufacturers have the 

greateſt difficulty to find hands, 

THESE 
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Tuksk ſew ſentences may be ſufficient to 
convince Your RoYAL HiGHNEss, if you re- 
lect, but ever ſo little, upon the natural ten- 
dency of my advice, that there is a poſſibility 
of adding conſiderably to the royal treaſury : 
and that the moſt effectual means will be, to 
leave nothing unattempted that may contribute 


to the increaſe of people in your dominions, 


THe people in the kingdom of France, are 
numbered at about twenty millions. If this be 
true, their king might muſter upwards of fifty 
thouſand freſh ſubjects every day, What a 
glorious ſpectacle! I am, &c. 


Kieſæter, 
July 4 1754. 


L ET. 


— 


Ei ̃ͤͤPl!l— ]¾ð ͤ .. ; ˙ . ß —ͤ—ũ I I———___—_— TT 


1346 LETTERS To « 


LETTER IX. 


HE ſubje& of my laſt letter was a very 

| intereſting one; Your Royal Hicy- 
NESS will therefore permit me to continue it 
in this. If the riches and power of a country 


conſiſt in the multiplicity of its inhabitants, 


a wiſe prince will not only endeavour to in- 
creaſe their number, but will alſo do every 
thing in his power to.prevent their diminution, 


WHEN, on the one hand, we reflect on the 
repeal of the Edict of Nants, on the migration 
of the Spaniards to America, and of the 
Saltzburgers and the Swedes from their native 
land; on the other, when we conſider the dif- 
ferent policy of the Engliſh and Dutch, who, 


with open arms, received the French fugitives; 
when 
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when we alſo recolle& the conduct of his 
pruſſian majeſty, who for many years has given 


refuge to the oppreſſed : when, I ſay, we con- 
template theſe things, and view their conſe- 


quences, the truth of what I advanced will be 


incontrovertibly apparent. 


I THINK it was in the ſixth century when 


the Arabs brought into Europe a very deſtruc- 


tive enemy to the human ſpecies. I mean the 


[mall-pox 3 to which, ſince that fatal period, 


in every two thouſand deaths, at leaſt, one 
hundred and forty may be attributed, 


'Tis many ages ſince the Circaſans, and 
other nations near the Caſpian ſea, began to 
inoculate their children, chiefly with a deſign 
to preſerve the beauty of their women. Fhe 
Turks, notwithſtanding their ſuperſtitious be- 
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lief of abſolute predeſtination, followed the ex- 
ample of their neighbours; and there is no 
doubt of its having long been practiſed among 
the Chineſe, 


THe art of inoculation, and its falutary 
conſequences to mankind, were known in 
England many years ago; but the practice did 
not become univerſal, till, by an epidemical 
rage of the ſmall-pox in their American colo- 
nies, they were mathematically convinced, that, 
of thoſe who were inoculated, not one in three 
hundred died, whereas the diſtemper, taken in 
a natural way, carried off at leaſt one in ſeven, 
This penetrating people, thus convinced, in 
the year 1746, founded a ſmall-pox hoſpital, 
both for inoculation and for the reception alſo 
of ſuch. as were naturally infected. In the 
chapel of this hoſpital, in the year 1752, dhe 

biſhop 
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biſhop of Worceſter preached a ſermon in de- 
fence of inoculation, which ought to be read 
by all thoſe who ſuffer their idle prejudices in 
favour of ancient cuſtom, to over-rule their 


reaſon. 


Taz down-right honeſt Swiſs, who are 
every where afraid of death, but in the field of 
battle, have, by inoculation, in four years 
time, conſiderably increaſed the number of 
their inhabitants. But it were tedious and un- 
neceſſary to mention every argument that 
might be uſed in ſupport of this practice. For 
my own part, I look upon it to have been the 
greateſt and moſt important diſcovery which 
this age has produced, or rather, adopted. 
There is indeed leſs reaſon for me to extend 
this matter, as there are ſeveral excellent 
treatiſes publiſhed upon the ſubject: particu- 

| 3 7 
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larly The Analyſis of Inoculation, by Dr. J. Tel. 
patrick, But ſince Your Royar Hicunrss 
is not yet acquainted with the Engliſh language, 
let me recommend to your peruſal, Le Memoire 
de Mr. de la Condamine, ſur Pinoculation de la 
petite verole, which was read laſt April, in the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, It will con- 


vince you, 


iſt, THAT inoculation is attended with 
little or no danger ; that, of a thouſand, fre- 
quently not one dies 3 but that in genera], ac- 
cording to the niceſt calculation, they loſe one 


out of three hundred and ſeventy- ſix ; whereas, 
of 


Here the Count, or rather Mr, La Condamine, exagge- 
rates the fat, The latter may, in ſome degree, perhaps 
have been led into this miſcalculation, from a paragraph in 
the Hnolyfs of Inoculation, (a treatiſe frequently referred to 
among 


of tl 
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of the ſame number, taking them in the natural 


way, at leaſt fifty muſt have periſhed. 


2d. THaT, 


among others in his memoir) p. 113, 114, 115; which cal- 
culates 1 in 425 to fail, out of the inoculated mentioned in 
that particular paragraph, as the numbers are cited from dif- 
ferent writers and operators ; but which that author appears 
to lay little ſtreſs wpon, as the numbers, in ſome of the in- 
ſtances adduced there, are indefinite, and not aſcertained with : 
ſulficient preciſion. This miſcalculation of Mr, La Conda- 
mine's, however it happened, is ad;uſted in a note to this part 
by his learned Tranſlator (Dr, Maty) who has had his per- 
miſſion for it, and who judiciouſly concludes that note as 
follows," I am inclined, after a mature conſideration of all 
the facts that are come to my knowledge, to reduce the 
aforeſaid calculation to one in an hundred, — which coincides 
with the judgment of the author of the Analyſis, in the 
preface, p. xiv. © That full 15 die by the natural diſeaſe out 
of the ſame number, of which one fails by Inoculation, See 
MoxTatyY Review, Vol, XIII. p. 140. 


N. B. Dr. Maty's tranſlation, into Engliſh, of Mr. La Con- 
*nie's diſcourſes, was printed in 1755, by P. Vaillan& 
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2. THAT, by inoculation, the uſual bad 


conſequences of the ſmall-pox are prevented; 


and that, by this means, even ſickneſs is fre. 


quently avoided, it often happening that the 
children are not at all indiſpoſed during the 
whole proceſs. 

3- THAT the face is in no danger of being 
injured ; fo that no wife need to dread the loſs 


of her huſband's affection, nor any young lady 
to loſe her admirer, 


4. THAT, thoſe whoſe conſtitutions are ſuch 
as are not liable to receive the natural infection, 
are alſo incapable of taking it by inoculation, 
Of this many experiments have been made. 


5. Tur thoſe who have been inoculated, 


will not take the infection a ſecond time. This 
truth 


trut 
caſe 
ledg 
time 


day: 


deri 
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truth has been often proved, particularly in the 
caſe of a young girl, who without the know- 
ledge of her parents inoculated herſelf three 
times in three ſucceſſive days *. About eight 
days after, ſhe was ſeized with head-ach, ſhud- 


dering and drowſineſs: ſhe then confeſſed what 
ſhe had done, and took to her bed; but, in a 


day or two, was perfectly recovered. 


6. THAT there is evidently no greater crime 
in this, than of uſing means to prevent any 
other epidemical diſtemper, 


7. THAT, fince the chances are ſo greatly 
in favour of inoculation, a man has much 
more cauſe to blame himſelf when any of his 

children 

* Aficr having taken by a former inoculation, This caſe 
is taken from the Analyſis, p. 120. and related briefly here, 
without an exact attenition to all its circumſtances, | 
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children die of the ſmall-pox, taken naturally, 
than if he ſhould loſe one of them by inocu- 


lation. 


Laſtly, THAT it is the duty of every parent 
to inoculate his children, rather than ſuffer them 
to take the infection unprepared, 


BeFort I conclude my letter, Your Royal 
HiGHNEss will allow me to quote two pal- 
ſages from Mr. de la Condamine's Memoire, 
The firſt J will venture to tranſlate; but the 
latter would loſe too much of its original ſpirit : 
I ſhall therefore tranſcribe * it for your peruſal, 
The firſt is to the following effect: 


IT has been demonſtrated, that one four- 
teenth part of mankind are deſtroyed by the 
| ſmall- 
* We have, howeyer, ventured to tranſlate this paſſage 
for the ſake of the mere Engliſh reader; at the ſame tim? 
emitting the French as unnocellary, | 
6 


is 
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ſmall-pox. Of twenty thouſand therefore, 
which are yearly born in Paris, above one 
thouſand four hundred and forty, fall a ſacrifice 
to this terrible diſtemper. Thoſe who have 
declared themſelves enemies to inoculation, 
pretend to ſay that we loſe one out of fifty. 
But, admitting this to be a true calculation, 
of one thouſand four hundred and forty that 
are inoculated, we ſhould fave yearly, how- 
ever, one thouſand four hundred and eleven : 


ſo that in Paris alone above a thouſand four 
hundred inhabitants (of thoſe who die) would 


be ſaved by inoculation, And if the metro- 
polis is allowed to contain one twentieth part 
of the people in the whole kingdom, it is 
evident, that no leſs than eight and twenty 
thouſand ſubjects might be annually preſerved 
by inoculation, | 


THz 
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Tux following are M. de la Condamine“ 
own words. [4 } 


© SUCH is the fate of mankind ! One 
© third of all who are born, are deſtined t0 


« die within the two firſt years of their life, by : 
© incurable or unknown diſeaſes, To as many ny 
© as ſurvive theſe, the riſque of dying by the « de 
© \mall-pox is inevitable, and the danger be- * 
© comes even augmented with the progreſs of 
their life, It is an unavoidable lottery, in 1 
"© which all are involuntary adventurers, Every ala 
© one has his ticket, and every year a large, but 
© indefinite number is drawn: the unlucky cnes 
« are death, Now what do we effe& by the A 
practice of inoculation ? We alter the cond: "by 
« tions or chance of this lottery, and greatly d. AM 
« miniſh the number of deadly tickets, One =O 


f out 
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© out of ſeven, and, in the moſt favourable eli- 
© mates, one out of ten was ſuch ; but by this 
© happy alteration, there is not more than one 
© in three hundred, or in five hundred; and in 
« the progreſs of a few years, there will not be 
© perhaps more than one in a thouſand. We 

have already had inſtances of this. All future 
© ages will envy ours the diſcovery. Nature 
decimates, while art only“ milleſimates 


© us, 


IT were ridiculous to imagine, that theſe 


calculations would not -hold equally good in 


this 


The calculation ſeems more exactly adjuſted Y the preſent 
general event of inoculation, upon an allegation, by the 
Reviewers, Vol. XIII. p. 141, where they ſay, in confider- 
ing this very paſſage, © Nature ſeptimates, but art centefi- 


* mates us,” 


Vo 1. III. 8 
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this kingdom. About two years ago, paſſing 
through a neighbouring village, I could not 
help being agreeably ſurpriſed at the great num- 
ber of young children which I ſaw: but how 
was I aſtoniſhed when, paſſing the ſame way 
the year following, I found no more than three 
or four remaining! "The reſt were all ſwept 
into their graves by the ſmall-pox. 


Ir we ſuppoſe in this kingdom yearly thirty 
thouſand births, and that of theſe one fourteenth 
part die of the ſmall- pox, it will appear that, 
by inoculation, we might ſave, at leaſt, nine- 
teen hundred lives annually: in ten years, 
nineteen thouſand. Good heaven ! what an 
advantage to this country ; eſpecially when 
we conſider this number multiplied in their 


progeny ! 
AFTER 


doubt 


thing 
Way t 
them 
factor 


would 
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AFTER What I have faid, does not Your 
Royal HiGHNEss. wonder that there ſhould 
be, upon earth, one ſingle animal, of the hu- 
man kind, ſo ſtupidly blinded by prejudice, as 
to attempt to argue againſt this ſalutary practice? 
Perhaps the truth is too obvious, too glaring, 
for their weak minds; like the immediate light 
of the ſun, ſhining upon a weak fight: the ob- 


jet appears confuſed, by being too luminous. 


As to the people of Sweden, I make no 


_ doubt but they may be eaſily perſuaded into 2 
rs thing ſo much to their advantage, The beſt 

9 
an Way to introduce it, would be firſt to convince 


them by experiments upon condemned male- 
factors; and then to reward ſuch parents as 
would ſuffer their children to be inoculated. 


"ER G 2 Your 
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- Your: Royar HicHNess ſeems forty. 
nately to be one of the few who entirely eſcape 
this deſtructive malady : but if unexpeCtedly N 
there ſhould be in your frame any of thoſe l t 
latent ſeeds, whenſoever they ſhall break forth, my! 


may heaven kindly ſecond our endeavours for my © 

your preſervation, prays moſt ſincerely publ 

the 
Your, &c. 
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LB 1 3 SK: 


N the year 1751 were publiſhed, contrary 

to my expeAation, about twenty-five of 
my letters to Your Rox AL HiGnNess. For 
my own part, I think they were too trifling for 
public inſpection; but they were printed by 
the Queen's command, who, from her graci- 
ous partiality for the author, thought better of 
them than they deſerved, 


No one is without enemies ; eſpecially he 
whom providcnce, and the favour of his king, 
happens to have raiſed to any degree of emi- 
nence, J have been led forward, by the hand 


of Fortune, with greater rapidity than either 


deſired or deſerved; and this naturally has 


dqeated me many ſecret enemies. I am in- 
G 3 formed, 
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formed, ſome of them have been pleaſed to 
whiſper, that the letters which I have writer 
to Your Royar Hicnvess, were highly un. 
becoming my character, and that there would 
come a time when, upon reflexion, neither 
yourſelf, nor his Majeſty, would thank me 


icr my trouble, 


To deſtroy effectually the validity of ſuch 
infinuations, I thought the beſt way would be 
to publiſh, as a continuation of the former, al 
thoſe which Your Roy AL HiGHNness had 
received from me to the end of the year 1753, 
The merit or conſequence of their contents 
never entered my head, and therefore could 
be no part of my motive to publication, To 
the beſt of my knowledge, no more than thirty 
copies were printed off; fix of which wer: 


preſented to the Royal-family at the beginning 
| | e 


yo! 
ſel 


Vic 
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of the new year, and the reſt given to my inti- 
mate friends. I had the ſatisfaction to hear 
that my zeal met with approbation, and that 
I was honoured with a compliment on account 


of my manner of writing. 


Heaven knows I had no deſign but to in- 
ſpire your tender heart with the principles of 
your duty to God, your country, and your- 
ſelf, Having toiled through many years ſer- 
vice, at the expence of my whole fortune, I 
pleaſed myſelf with the hopes of ſpending the 
ſhort remainder of my days in peaceful ſolitude; 
but, alas! how uncertain are all human pro- 
jets! I have met with unexpected uneaſineſs 
on account of theſe very letters to Your RoYAL 
Hicyngess. When I found myſelf obliged to 
deliver them to the preſs, I flattered myſelf 
they would remain in the hands of a few friends: 

6 but 


| 
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but I find they have been conveyed, by what 


means I am ignorant, into Germany, and are 
there tranſlated and publiſhed to all the world. 


Tuus, my dear S1R, have I given you 
ſome account of a book which has drawn an 
o'd man, much againſt his inclination as it 
were, to the bar- of a public tribunal. Yet, 
| after all, I am leſs affected with it, when J 


conſider that I am ſure of an indulgent, graci- 


ous friend in Your Royar HiGHNEss; who, 
when my bones are laid-low in the grave, will 
deign to anſwer for that integrity of heart with 
which I ever continued 


Your, &c. 


EKkeroe, 
Sept. 26, 1754. 


LET 
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LET LER 


HE letter which I now ſit down to writh 


to Your ROYAL Hicnness, will be 
the laſt which you will receive from me this 
year; for I am now actually preparing for my 
return to winter-quarters, My whole wiſh is, 
that what I have hitherto written may prove an 
antidote to thoſe poiſonous opinions which too 


univerfally infect the preſent world. 


ith Ix eight or nine years more the ſcene will 
be entirely changed: no one will then dare to 


tell you, that you have thought or acted, in 


my wiſe,” erroneouſly : the world will then be 
ſatisfied, to anſwer in the words of Paſquin, 
who, upon the election of a Pope, being aſked 
vy Marforius, Perche taci ? replied, Perche- 
G 5 ſcriuve. 


75 
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ſcrivo. Be aſſured, Sir, that, among the 
adoring multitude, there will lie concealed 


many a ſhrewd obſerver of your minuteſt ac H 
tions, If they are praiſe worthy, they wil be 
be publiſhed to the world as they really are; 4 
but thoſe which are unjuſtifiable, will either * 
have a veil thrown over them, or be ſhewn in 


a falſe light, until Death ſhall have removed 


you from this ſublunary world. Then wil * 
. the torch of truth blaze forth, and all your _ 

tranſactions will ſtand expoſed in their tru 

colours, God grant that, while I am yet 
alive, I may be inſtrumental in tracing out ans 
the path which you ought to purſue, before 8 
the time comes when men will cloſe their lips, rap 
but open the page that ſhall communicate you! tali 
hiſtory to poſterity, pled 
ple 


Ir 


fore 
lips, 
you! 


ir 


YOUNG PRINCE. 155 


IT were needle to remind Your ROYAL 
HigHNEss how much more it is the duty of 
people in exalted life to act rationally and 
wiſely, than of thoſe who, from their ſituation, 
are leſs conſpicuous. I wiſh it were poſſible to 
perſuade the Great to remember, that they 
will certainly be, one day, called upon to an- 
ſwer for the crimes of thoſe whom their ex- 


ample may have corrupted. 


THE honor and felicity of my dear Prince, 
and the well-being of my fellow- ſubjects, are 
never abſent from my thoughts. With what 
rapture ſhall I awake from this dream of mor-- 
wlity, in the aGuranco that you. will be an a 
pledge of the Almighty's good will to the peo- 
ple of this kingdom, and an illuſtrious exam- 


ple to the princes of the earth! Maxima eſt 


7llius 


155 LETTERS TO a 
illius gloria, quem pietas in parentes, benignitaz 
in ſuos, &  juſtitia in omnes reddet illuftrem. 
May you add glory to that of your royal an- 
ceſtors ! Præclarum et a parentibus acceptam 


gloriam multis augeri virtutibus. 


May you learn to regard leſs your own 
intereſt, - than that of your people] Szpe 
pericula imminent rebus publicis, fi qui præ- 
ſunt, amantiores ſint ſue gloria, quam publica 
ſalutis. 


Mar the people love Your Roy ar Hich- 
NEss above all temporal bleflings ! Summa ei 
Perfecta gloria conflat ex his : fi diligit multituds, 
i fidem habet, fi cum admiratione quadam honors 
nos dig nos putat. 


Let 


frie 
Chi 
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5 LeT honor, virtue, and truth, be your 


' greateſt glory. Nihil turpius eft, quam inutilem 
m petentiam, invidioſas opes, cupiditatem dominandi 


pracipitem & lubricam, anteferri gravi, ueræ, 


falide gloriæ. 
Ji 
pe May no untimely ambition ever tempt you 
g- to riſk the public fafety | Cupiditas honoris, 
i dura, imperioſa & vebemens ef! domina. Omnia 
metiri dignitate potius debemus, quam ambitione, 
majoremque fructum ponere in perpetuitate laudis, 
H- quam in celeritate dignitatis. 
a et 
ud, Weich and prove the ſincerity of your 
nor friends, and deſpiſe adulation, which is the 


child of falſehood. Nulla eſt hec amicitia, cum 


alter verum audire non vult, alter ad mentiendum 


paratus eſt, 


REMEMBER, 


E 
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REMEMBER, SIR, that lying is the moſt 
abjeQ of all vices. Qui ſemel a veritate defiexit, 
hic non majore religione ad perjurium, quam ad 
mendacium perduci confuevit. 


Bx no leſs the guardian of other mens repu- 
tation, than of your own, Omnes boni putant, 
aliene etiam gloria defenſionem ad ſuum pertinert 


Be ever the ſupport and protector of wiſe 
and honeſt men. Hæc eft una via & laudi 
& dignitatis & honoris, a bonis viris, ſapientibu, 
& bene natura conſtitutis, laudari & diligi, 


May you always think that beſt which is 
the moſt juſt ! put your confidence in the great 
Creator of the univerſe : bear his viſitations 


with 


mt; 


o 


„ 


ſe 
ts 
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with a becoming reſignation ; and forget not 


the mortality of your body, and your ſoul's 
eternity. Jllud efſe optimum putare debemus, 
quad eft rectiſimum; ſperare, quad volumus, 


ſed quad acciderit, ferre; cogitare denique, corpus 


virorum fortium magnorumque hominum eſſe 


mortale, animi vero motus, & virtutis gloriam 


ſempiternam. 


Bx aſſured that the decline of a kingdom is 
at hand, when innocence becomes the prey of 
vice and oppreſſion. Congurends eft conditio 
communis periculi, fi ingeniis hominum crimino- 


forum ſit expoſita vita innocentium. 


Be your dependence on virtue, and not on 
fortune. Nen ex fortuna, ſed ex en ho- 
mines pendere decet. 

May 


% 
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May you be in proſperity the happieſt of 


mankind, and, in adverſity, peculiarly great! 


: Nihil beatius eſſe poteſt mortali, quam ſi in ſecun- 


dis rebus unus ſit ex fortunatis hominibus, & in 


adverſis, ex ſummis viris. 


BE ever alert to tread upon the neck of 
private envy : it is more to be dreaded than 
the ſword of a declared enemy. Domi civium 
invidia interdum debilitantur, qui foris ab hiſt 
fuperari non potuerunt, 


May all your  laudable undertakings meet 

with a bleſſing from heaven! for without that 
| you will toil to no purpoſe. Praclariſſime: 
quoſque, non niſi adjuvante Deo, tales fu 


credendum eff, 
E May: 


Me . 


In 


nos 


je 
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May your name flouriſh to the end of 
the world! Vitæ brevis &ft curſus, glariæ ſem- 


piternus. 


May every chriſtian virtue, the tears of 
your ſubjects, and the proſpect of eternity, be 
your great comforters in the day when it ſhall 
pleaſe the Almighty to afflit this kingdom 
with your death! Moers tum a@quifjimo animo 
appetitur, cum ſuis ſe laudibus vita occidens con- 
ſelari poteſt. Cujus vite ſecia virtus eſt, ejus 


mat tis gloria comes efſe ſelet. 


Ax p, finally, may you obtain the reward 
due to thoſe who have been the faithful guar- 
dians of their country]! Qui patriam conſerva- 
unt, adjuvarunt, auxerunt, illis certus eft in 


cœla 
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ceelo ac definitus locus, ubi beati æuo ſempitern⸗ 


fruantur. 


THE 
SE, my ever dear Prince, and many 


others of the ſame kind, are the conitant 


prayers of 
pr 


Your, &c. 87 


Aixeroe, 
Nov. 2, 1754- f 
N th 
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LETTER XL 


nam F ROM the general hiſtory of arts and 
tant ſciences, -it is eaſy to obſerve, that in 
proportion as they riſe towards perfection, they 
gradually approach their decline: having once 
attained a certain height, they naturally fink 
again into their primitive ſimplicity. Probably 
this may be owing to that love of variety, that 
univerſal paſſion for new things, which ſeems 
to be charaQeriſtic of human nature. We had 
rather change for the worſe than not change at 
all, When a particular ſcience has once 
arrived at its greateſt poſſible perfection, we 
neglect it, becauſe we have nothing new to 
expect from it. Abſolute perfection is not 
within the power of human underſtanding. It 
is a phantom ſo artfully drawn, that we purſue 

. it 
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it as if it were real, not diſcovering the decep- 
tion, till, with infinite toil and labour, we 
have almoſt reached the top of the hill. We 
ſicken at the diſappointment, and return dif. 
contentedly to the place whence we began our 


journey. 


AmoNnG the liberal arts, I believe, archi- 
tecture has made the moſt conſiderable advances 
towards perfection. The Greeks are allowed 
to have given birth to this ſcience, and to have 
invented the ſecond, third, and fourth orders, 
The firſt and fifth had their being in the dzys 
of Auguſtus, Vitruvius has deſcribed them 
all five. Vignola, Palladio, Serlio, Scamozzi, 
and other ſucceeding architects, have always 
confined themſelves: to the ſame number of 
orders, but differ in their opinions, as to the 


dimenſions of their particular parts. The 
Greeks 


wo 


ces 
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days 
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Greeks ſeem to have cantied architecture to its 
greateſt poſſible perfection, ſince future ages 
have not been able to add any thing to its im- 
provement. Vet, if Your RoyAL HiHN Ess» 
will caſt your eyes upon our Gothick, and 
even many of our modern, piles, you will find 
there have been, and ſtill are, builders who 
have paid no regard to any order or propor- 
tion. 

Tux art of building was, undoubtedly, firſt 
taught by neceſſity, and afterwards improved 
by luxury, But my preſent deſign is not to 
write a general hiſtory of this noble art: I 
mean only to give you ſome account of its 


progreſs in this kingdom, 


Wax is the bane of arts and ſciences: no 


wonder, therefore, that a ſcience which re- 


* 


quired 
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quired great labor, much wealth, and many 
hands, ſhould make very little progreſs in the 
days of our forefathers, who were too fre- 
quently involved either in foreign or civil broils, 
to give ſufficient attention even to things indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary ; much leſs could they find 


leiſure for the cultivation of thoſe arts, whoſe 
chief object is elegance rather than utility, 


" ABOUT the latter end of the fifteenth, and 


' . beginning of the ſixteenth century, when the 


liberal. arts began to revive, at a time when 
moſt of the kingdoms in Europe were governed 
by wiſe. princes, our Guftavus the firſt-was 
employed in eſtabliſhing, regulating, and im- 
proving this kingdom; but his mad ſucceſſor, 
Erich XIV. overturned almoſt all he had done. 
John the IIId. had ſome taſte and inclination 


for building; but he wanted both architects 


and 
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and money. Sigiſmund was too buſy in 
changing his place of refidence. Charles the 
IX, was perplexed with civil commotions, 
The incomparable Guftavus Adolphus died 
in the midſt of his victories. His life was 
ſhort, but full of honor. By his heroic actions 
he immortalized his people as well as himſelf, 
and, in leading them through foreign countries, 
enlightened their minds and improved their 


taſte, Our queen Chriſtina was ſtrongly biaſſed 


in favour of arts and ſciences; but I believe 
ſhe was rather influenced by affectation, than 
true taſte. She wrote for a foreign architect, 
called La Valle, who drew the firſt plan of 
the Knights-Hall, where the States of Sweden 
at once loſt the liberty, which, in a leſs ſump- 
tuous edifice, they had ſo long and fo tenaci- 
ouſly aſſerted, This reminds me of a ftory 
{have heard of the famous tragic poet Corneille, | 
whe 
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who had an old broken table, upon which he * 
had written many of his beſt performances. the 
At laſt one of his friends made him a preſent 
of a very magnificient buroe, and, unſorty. 
nately, the firſt piece be afterwards attempted ho] 
miſcarried. | pile 
an 
Ou invaluable Charles Guſtavus was a great ſign 
lover of architecture. He wrote, with his pal 
own hand, many a gracious, though almoſt tp 
legible letter, to my grand-father, preſing a fy 
him to haſten the finiſhing of the palace af who 
Borkholm, in Oeland ; but, alas! a reign cf * 
ſix years only, though it was ſufficient to per- - 
petuate his great name, was too ſhort for the 
deſigns he had formed in favour of the at: Wu 
yet the Royal Mauſoleum at Ritterholm, the . 
Bank, and the greateſt part of the palace al 2 
Drottingholm, are ſufficient teſtimonies that E 
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my grand-father did not want talents to execute 
the commands of his royal maſter, 


DuRING all this time, the palace of Stock- 
holm remained a large, irregular, inconvenient 
pile of building ; till Charles the XI. ordered 
a new plan to be prepared, though with a de- 
ſign to preſerve as much as poſſible of the old 
palace; but in the year 1697, before the fron- 
tiſpiece, towards the north, was quite, finiſhed, 
a fire unfortunately broke out, which laid the 
whole fabric in aſhes. It was ſo violent and 
rapid, that it was with difficulty they ſaved the 
corpſe of the king, which then lay in the chapel, 
from being conſumed, After this diſaſter, a 
new plan was formed, much more magnificent 
than the former ; and, notwithſtanding the ex- 
penſive war in which we were at that time 
involved, the foundation was laid, and the 


Vo 1. III. H waults 
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vaults almoſt finiſhed : but, alas ! the unhappy 
ſiege of Pultawa, cauſed a diſtraction through- 
out the whole kingdom, which naturally threy 


every thing into confuſion. 


Tur our great Charles XII, had a taſte 
for the liberal arts, particularly architecture, is 
apparent from his letters to my father, written 
at Bender; and alſo from the obſervations, in 
his own hand writing, upon the plan of : 
palace at Chriſtianahm, which in the year 1715 


was again taken into conſideration. Your 


tee 
Royar Hicnuness may aſſure yourſelf, that _ 
this truly great hero, notwithſtanding his mar for 
tial diſpoſition, had formed many excellent lin 
deſigns for the improvement of his country; but 
and that, though his leiſure hours were fe ** 
he found ſufficient time to make himſelf u e 
acquainted with trade, navigation, agriculturh late 
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and the advantages of arts and ſciences. Theſe 
truths I could proev, from inconteſtible evi- 
dence, if the nature of this letter would per- 
mit me to pry into the heart of a prince, 
whoſe character has been greatly injured, for | 
no other reaſon than becauſe he ſurvived the 
27th of June 1709 ; though, in my opinion, 
he was as great in his misfortunes, as in the 


day when he was moſt victorious. 


THE building of the palace ſtood ſtill four- 
teen years; till the States, in the year 1723, 
unanimouſly agreed to furniſh an annual ſum 
for the carrying it on, My father excuſed 
bimſelf from the management of the money, 
but took upon him, with pleaſure, the further 
direction of a work, of which he had Jaid the 
foundation. He dying (alas too ſoon!) his 
late majeſty, Frederick I. honoured me with. 


H 2 the 
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the ſuperintendence ; which I held thirteen 
years, and then reſigned it to. the ſuperior 
abilities of my ever memorable friend Hzr- 


leman. 


Your ROYAL HIGRHN Ess will pardon me 
if I again renew your grief for this moſt ex- 
cellent man. His too early death was an uni- 
verſal misfortune. His true taſte and ſolid 
underſtanding, gave life to the polite arts; for 
in him they were aſſured of a conſtant friend 
and zealous protector. He was always to be 
found where his preſence was moſt neceſſary, 
His company was ever delightful to his friends, 
who were benefited and improved by his ſalu- 
tary advice. I am proud to ſay, that my em- 
ployment, in-what relates to arts and ſciences, 
has borne ſome ſimilitude to that of this great 


man ; but I readily confeſs, that he reached 


3 the 
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en the goal which I ſhall never attain, May you 

lor never want the bleſſing of ſuch a ſervant ! 

20 You will then be able to ſupport the burden of 
government with eaſe, and your name will be 
cratefully remembered for ever, 

me 

ex- THE earl of Cronſtadt, who ſucceeded him 

uni- as ſuperintendant of the building, has had the 

olid happineſs to complete this magnificent edifice, 

; for May it prove a dwelling of peace to his pre- 

iend ſent Majeſty, yourſelf, and to your lateſt 

o be WI poſterity | 

ſſary. 

ends, Men of ſuperior abilities, are the greateſt 

ſalu- bleſſings of a kingdom; but the progreſs of 

em- arts and ſciences depends ſolely on the protec- 

ences, tion of the ſovereign. If he wants either taſte 

; great or generoſity to diſtinguiſh merit, Genius will 


licken, Arts languiſh, and. Learning decay. 
H 3 It 


174 LETTERS To 4 
It was the province of Lewis the XIV. to 


2 

: command, and of Colbert to execute, If ; k 

© kingdom is but bleſt with an Auguſtus and a (I | 

Mzxcenas, the ſciences will certainly inhabit 0 

the earth. Our good queen Hedwig Eleonora 1 

will be always remembered with gratitude, y 

- becauſe ſhe gave great encouragement to every ir 

kind of improvement, 1 

| th 

A STRANGER might perhaps be apt to th 
draw concluſions, not much to our advantage, 
on ſeeing our churches make ſo indifferent a 

figure. Now, though we know that religion in 

does not conſiſt in external things, yet there ar 

is certainly no impropriety in paying, at leaſt no 

as much attention to thoſe places, which are are 

j intended for public worſhip, as to any other ſio 

public building, deſigned for the ornament of vol 

er 


a city, or the uſe of its inhabitants, Hoſpital 
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and alms-houſes are alſo greatly wanting in this | 
kingdom. Theſe are far from being unworthy 
the care of a ſovereign prince. They are not 
only open and laſting teſtimonies of his huma- 
nity ; but they infallibly ſecure to him the pre- 
vailing prayers of the neceſſitous. There is, 
in my opinion, nothing in France or England 
which adds more to the honor of thoſe nations, 
than that their invalids inhabit finer palaces 
than their kings. 


Orp as I am, I am no enemy to public 
amuſements ; on the contrary, I think they 
are not only uſeful, but neceſſary. Yet I can- 
not bear to ſee the poor weep, whilſt the rich 
are ſpending more in one ſingle night's diver- 
ſion, than could be raiſed, in ten years, by a 


voluntary contribution, for the relief of their indi- 


gent fellow chriſtians. Let us, however, hope 


* H 4 | the 
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the beſt, The late foundation of the Lazarett 
and the pariſh hoſpitals, give us reaſon to he. 
lieve, that we have at lat awoke from our 
Tethargic inſenſibility; and that our preſent 
kindling charities will prove ornamental to the 
city, a ſaving to the people, and a ſecurity 
againſt infection. 


Bor to return to our ſubject, Your Royal 
HioHN Ess will pleaſe to remember, that ar- 


chitecture was entirely the invention of the 


ancients, and that it flouriſhed moſt in the 


reign of Auguſtus. The names of the ſeveral 


orders are the Tuſcan, the Doric, the Ionic, 
the Corinthian, and the Compoſite. Lewis 
the XIV. offered a very conſiderable reward 
to any one who, to theſe five, ſhould add 2 
ſixth order; but to no purpoſe, Many of the 


monſtrous deſigns, of which this promiſed pie. 
= mium 
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mium was productive, are preſerved in your 
royal father's valuable collections of drawings. 


How happy it is for the liberal arts, when 
the leading people are governed by a true taſte ! 
There is indeed nothing ſo intolerable to men 
of genius, as to be obliged to ſubmit their 
works to the judgment of ignorant men. 
Many a ſkilful artiſt, in obedience to the com- 
mands of an unſkilful maſter, has been obliged 
to put his name to things of which he was 
aſhamed : Felices artes, ſays Quintilian, i de 


ulis ſoli artifices judicarent. 


PROBABLY, my dear SIR, this letter may 
ſeem too dry and prolix to a Prince of your 
age and vivacity; theſe are the natural failings 
of old age. Without being vain of the com- 


pariſon, 
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pariſon, I can, with great juſtice, apply to 
myſelf the following lines of Corneille. 
Pour bien ecrire encore, j'ai trop long tem 
ecrit, 
Et les rides du front paſſent juſqu'a Veſprit 


I am, &c, 


Zkeroe, 
June 19, 1755. 


LET: 
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y to 
LETTER I 


tems 
HE more exalted our ſtation, the more 


ſprit we are expoſed to the cenſure of man- 
kind, To flander the fortunate, the wiſe, 
and the good, ſcems to be a privilege, which 
cuſtom has confirmed to the unhappy, the weak, 
and the wicked. It is in reality a dear-bought 
conſolation, for which they are little to be 
ewied. Whoſoever enters the ſtage of life, 
with a deſign to act a principal part, muſt 
not be diſconcerted at the clamours of an in- 
judicious audience. If he has real merit, he 
may be certain, it will at laſt prevail, notwith- 
ſtanding all their noiſe, which often has no 
other foundation, than the pleaſure of exerting 
a privilege, to which they imagine they have 
an indiſputable right. 


KIN CS.“ 
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Kings and princes ſtand the higheſt, and 


are therefore moſt expoſed ; it is thence no 
wonder, that their moſt minute actions are 
examined, and brought to light. Every indi- 
vidual, that ftands around them, though with 
very - unequal pretenſions, expects his fortune 
from the throne : but, as it is impoſſible that 
all ſhould be ſatisfied, there will always be a 
certain number who will endeavour to alleviate 
the pangs of difappointment by loud complain- 
ings: like thoſe who are in violent bodily 
pain, they ſeek eaſe in their vociferation, 


IT is ſaid of Francis, the firſt of France, 
that, being told the people made very free 
with bis character in their ſongs, he anſwered, 
it would be very hard if they were not al- 


© lowed to ſing for their money,” 


Is 
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and In my travels in France and England, I 
no often remember to have heard the people ſpeak 
are with great freedom of the government, parti- 
di- cularly in England; where, with aſtoniſhment, 
vith I have frequently feen both the king and the 
une miniſtry, ſeverely abuſed in the public news- 


that 


e 4 


papers. I once aſked an elderly ſenſible man, 
who ſat next me in the coffee-houſe, how it 


rate came that theſe writers were not puniſhed ? 


ain- sik, ſays he, a well -· governed ſtate pays no 
dily © regard to theſe triles. We muſt have ſome 

© privileges in return for our heavy taxes, 

which, notwithſtanding all we ſay, are paid 
nce, with great alacrity. How common a thing 
free cis It to hear ſervants grumble at the com- 
red, * mands of a good maſter ; yet his orders are 
t a * obeyed, and they continue to love him ! But 


© if you, S1R, or any other ftranger, were to 
e 
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© ſay but a tenth part of what we think we 
© have a right to ſay, you would find that we 
© ſhould unite againſt you, in defence of the 


© honour of our king and country.” 


THe injudicious multitude will always give 
their tongues liberty upon any new regulation, 
as they do not immediately ſee into the inten- 
tion of the projector, nor the benefit that will 
ariſe from it ; but a wiſe prince will ſhut his 
ears againſt ſuch inoffenſive clamours, 


YET there are certain limits, beyond which 
it would be imprudent to ſuffer even a free 
people to extend-their liberty. It ought by no 
means to be allowed to grow into licencioul- 
neſs. Every appearance of ſecret leagues, or 
plots, ſhould be ſtifled before they have time 


to flame out: but, even in this caſe, it were 
belt 
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beſt to remember the old trite proverb, which 
lays, © that there are more flies to be caught 
« with one ſpoonful-of honey, than with a gal- 


© Jon of vinegar,” 


A $EVERE government may poſſibly com: 
mand obedience, for fear of puniſhment ; but 
a mild prince only can obtain the confidence 
and affection of his people. That theſe blef- 
ſings may ever be the lot of Your Royar 
Hic HN Ess, is the ſincere wiſh and conſtant 


prayer of 


Your, &c, 
Wennerſborg, 


July 3» 1755-. 


LET. 
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LETTER XIV. 


IT were needleſs to urge many argument; 

to prove the utility of hiſtory ; eſpecially 
to Your RoyraLt HigGaness, who, with your 
uſual frankneſs of heart, will readily acknoy- 
ledge yourſelf indebted to hiſtorical writers for 
the chief part of that inſtruction which is molt 
likely to be of ſervice to you hereafter, But 
there are many princes who would not, with 


equal patience and attention, have unravelled 
the fats that are moſt intereſting, but which 
are generally related with very little perſpicuity, 
Moſt hiſtorians confine themſelves to what is 
called the ſeries temporum, which is the reaſon 
why they commonly leave events that hap- 
pened in the ſame period of time, to be diſtin- 
guiſhed and digeſted by the reader. Voltaire, 


In 


duci 
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in his Siecle de Louis XIV. has fallen upon a 
rery different and better method. 


Tax Abbe de Vely has lately publiſhed the 
two firſt volumes of his hiſtory of France, He 
tells us, in his preface, that he has conſidered 
the nation in general, rather than the life and 
government of kings; and that his intention 
was to treat of the ebb and flowing of the na- 
tional body, if T may uſe the expreſſion, as 
alſo of the riſe and changes of laws, the con- 
junction of the originally- ſeparate ſtates, and the 


broils conducive to their union; the manners 


of the people, the many alterations in the form 
of government, the riſe and progreſs of their 
commerce; and laſtly, he propoſes to conſider 
bow much the talents and diſpoſitions of 
their ſeveral monarchs and ſtateſmen were con- 
ducive to theſe events, 

FROM 
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* 


Faon the inceſſant commotions, which di- 
ſturbed the kingdom of France in its infancy, it 
undoubtedly happened that theſe two firſt yo. 


lumes want perſpicuity ; particularly as they 


treat of a nation, in which the diſputes of a part 


inevitably drew in the whole. For this reaſon, 


though Monſ. de Vely's manner of writing is 
extremely pleaſing, yet, I muſt own, I, at 
laſt, grew tired with the continued relation of 
whole provinces deſtroyed by fire and ſword, 
So much bloodſhed at length created a diſguſt, 


I Have therefore been thinking, whether i 
might not be poſſible to diſpoſe a hiſtory, ſo as 


that it might net only be more entertaining, 


but alſo much eafier remembered. If I had 


time and qualifications for the taſk, J would 


divide the reign of each king into the follow- 
ing 
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ing heads, having firſt conciſely mention'd their 
deſcent, birth, acceſſion, marriage, and chil- 
dren. - 

1. Wars in general, and their immediate 
conſequences. 

2. Victories in particular. 

3. Sieges, and the motives.. 

4. Treaties, alliances, and articles of peace. 

5. Domeſtic regulations, trade and naviga- 
tion. 

6. Oeconomy and finances. 

7. Arts and ſciences. 

8. Laws, manners, and cuſtoms. 

9 Religion and ceremonies, 

10. Epidemical diſeaſes, and burials. 


11. Diſpoſition, conduct, virtues, and viees 


of the people. 
12, Men diſtinguiſhed for their parts, learn- 
ing, &c. 


Tus, 
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Tuus, my dear Six, I conceive that hiſtory 
might reſemble a well-diſpoſed garden, in 
which every one might cull the flowers that 
beſt ſuited his taſte. A chronologiſt, a diſpu- 
tant, a ſtateſman, a lawyer, an artiſt, a mo- 
raliſt ; in ſhort, every reader might, with very 
little trouble, turn to thoſe things with which 


he was moſt deſirous to be acquainted. Who, 


knows but ſuch a hiſtory might tempt even 

the ladies to throw away their romances, as 
they might with great eaſe find out ſuch ſub- 
jects as would entertain them. It would alb 
probably put a ſtop to the publication of many 
uſeleſs books, which are nothing more than 
extracts from hiſtory, If ſuch a hiſtory hal 
exiſted, Monſ. Menetrier might have faved, 
himſelf the trouble of collecting religious cere- 


monies ; Perrault, d'Auvigni, Niceron, and 


others, 


others 
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dthers, would have had no occaſion to ſelect, 


from ſo many hiſtorians, the lives of eminent 
and learned men. The compiler of les Victoi- 
res memorables des Frangois, might have found 
other, and perhaps better employment. In 
ſhort, the editors of books would, in all pro- 
bability, have ſpent their time much more to 


the improvement and ſatisfaction of mankind. 


Your Roy AL HIGRHNESss was born in a 
ſituation, that will not only give you the 
command of armies, but alſo of thoſe who in 
ſolitude are employed for the inſtruction of 
the world. If you ſhould approve my plan, 
you will not want pens to carry it into execu- 
tion. As the founder of ſuch an edifice, you 
will, like a wiſe architect, ſecure to yourſelf 
the beſt apartment. The happineſs and affec- 
tion of your people, the proſperity of your 


kingdom, 


— 


—- 


h 
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kingdom, the increaſe of inhabitants and of 
commerce, the ſecurity of your frontiers, will 
be fo many inconteſtible proofs to poſterity, 
of the felicity of the- times in which you go- 
verned. Let me recommend to Your Roy ar 
HicHNEss's reflexion, the praiſe with which 
the Abbe de Vely has honoured the kings of 
France. Nos Rois, ſays he, toujours perſuades, 
| que les biens des Frangois ſont auſſi libres que 
leurs perſonnes, ne Sen ſont jamais regardes que 
comme les Protefteurs : but you muſt pleaſe to 
forget the Reunion-chamber at Metz and Bri- 
ſack, in the reign of Louis XIV. and alſo the 
reduction and liquidation commiſſions in Stock. 
holm, in the days of Charles XI. I have the 
honor to be, Your, &c, 


Leckoe, 
July 10, 1755. 
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HE chief deſign of hiſtory, is to perpe - 


tuate the memory of princes ; but, as 
that is a work of time, it has ever been the 
buſineſs of grateful ſubjects to invent more 
immediate methods to immortalize the great 
actions of their kings, by erecting monuments, 
and impreſſing medals : Of the latter Your 
RoyaL HiGHNEss will find a very fine col- 
lection in the Queen's cabinet at Drottning- 
holm. A minute and particular review of an- 
cient and modern medals, I ſhall refer to a 
more convenient opportunity, My preſent 


deſign is only to offer a few general remarks 
upon the ſubject, 


Oux 
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Ov Swediſh medals are, by no mean, 
unworthy of a place in the beſt collection; 
not only on account of the actions which they 


commemorate, but alſo for the great ſkill with 


which they are executed. For the firſt, we | 


-are obliged to our many excellent monarchs, 
and for the latter to thoſe incomparable artiſt 


who were thus employed. 


THERE are few nations in Purope that cat 
boaſt of a Carlſtein, a Richter, a Warrover, 


a Hedlingarn, or a Fermænner. 


A MEDAL, it is true, takes in but a ſmall 
field in reality, yet is extremely comprehenkive, 
with regard to its ſignification. A perf 
medal firſt claims our admiration on account 


of the ingenuity of the invention; ſecondly, 
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for the accuracy of the execution; and thirdly, 
for the propriety and meaning of the inſcription. 
In this laſt particular, we have alſo no reaſon 
to fear a compariſon with other nations. Few 
of them have produced a Kæder, or a Berch. 
What can be better expreſſed than that which 


we find on the medal that was ftruck upon 
Charles the X. paſſing the Belt, Natura hoc 


debuit uni. 


Neſcit occaſum, over the north-ſtar, on that 
of Charles XI. is very expreflive of the per- 
manency of the Swediſh monarchy. Tandem 
felix, over the conſtellation Sagitarius, upon a 
medal of Frederick I. was happily deſigned to 
ſignify, that the month of November had often 
been fatal to the kings of Sweden, but was at 
laſt propitious in the return of his majeſty from 
his Heſſian hereditary dominions. 


Vo I. III. 1 ; Bur, 


* 
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Bur, my dear rx, we muſt take this dog I 
with us: it is not enough that theſe medals NES 
peak; they mult peak truth; otherwiſe tha WW) com 
Which Was intended as panegyric, will becone WW thoſ 
"reproach, There are ſome examples among 
the medals of antiquity, where the perſon re- 
preſented is deſignedly diſhonoured. In the 


accot 
teſtin 


Queen's cabinet there is one of this kind. On Te 
one fide we find the head of Gallienus in femile I into 
apparel ; under it the words Galliena Augu/o; WF [ecund, 

"and, on the other, the ſame emperor ſeated 
on ' car, which the Romans uſed in the Tu 
public games, with the words U6:que par. ſame n 
Now, 1 know ſome people are of opinion, Wi vays h 

hat this ſcarce medal was intended to repre- 
tent an Empteſs Galliena; but I cannot he Fao; 
A ſfer ng trom them, Nor A1 
| 12 


— 
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Ir it were poſſible that Your Royat Hricn- 
NESS could ever ſo far degenerate, as to be 
come a diſgrace to your family; then would 


ne thoſe promiſing medals, which were ſtruck on 


02 account of your birth, remain ſo many laſting 
re- teſtimonies of our diſappointment, 
the 


On Tur Roman medals are generally divided 
into three diſtin claſſes, namely, prime, 


ſecundæ, & tertiæ magnitudinis, 


Tux French medals are diſtinguiſhed in the 
ſame manner; but the two firſt claſſes are al- 
ways hiſtorical, and the laſt emblematic, 


Fon theſe few general obſervations, Yout 
Royar HicAness may conclude, that if 
peat artiſts have a right to expect employment, 

I 2 it 


* 
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it is the duty of princes to create them proper 
ſubjects for their art, by atchievements 
which deſerve to be handed down to poſte. 
rity, For my own part, were I a prince, 
I would have the remarkable actions and oc. 
currences of each year ſignified upon a med, 
which 1 would annually diſtribute among the 
poor ; it ſhould become the current coin of ny 
kingdom, and conſequently would be to poſte- 
rity a metallic hiſtory of my reign. 

My letters may begin as they will, they 
muſt all naturally end in ardent wiſhes ivr 
your ſelicity, and that you may neglect nothing 
to deſerve and obtain the ſincere confidence 


and affection of this nation. I am, Your, & 


Ekeroe, 
July 24, 1755. 
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LET 


e, 3888 ſay Your ROYAL HiCHN ESG will 

agree with me in my opinion, that a ty- 
al rannical - prince can never be happy. Should 
we even ſuppoſe him poſſeſſed of every advan- 
tage within the reach of mortals, there is a 
certain ſuſpicious anxiety, a miſtruſtſul fob ci- 
tude in his mind, that muſt corrode and poiſon 
all his enjoyments. In the room of honett 
and faithful ſervants, he is ſurrounded by a {ct 
of fawning, cringing ſpies, whoſe chief employ 
is to ſcan the actions of their fellow ſubje&ts, 
and to carry a diſtorted repreſentation of them 
to the ears of their maſter. For my own part, 


am never more diſſatisfied with my fortune, 


than when I happen to get a tale-bearer among 
my ſervants, How miſeratle then mult be 
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the fituation of a prince, who, in his own mar) 
dominions, thinks himſelf obliged to have ſpies of re 
in every place of public reſort! Were I to v 

chuſe one of the two evils, 1 would rather in Ti 


perſon, like the oriental tyrants, frequent the ſureti 
aſſemblies of my people in diſguiſe. I ſhould, be me 
at leaſt, run no riſque of being deceived by of wh 
miſrepreſentation. 


IAM convinced that one of theſe ſuſpicious 
kings muſt frequently liſten to intelligence, 
that cannot fail to vex and mortify him to a 
very great degree; and I am alſo certain, that 
in his heart he muſt hate and deſpiſe the off 
cious wretch, who ſuffers himſelf to be th 
employed. The Italians have ſo great 2 
deteſtation for a ſpy, that there is nothing the 
can bear with leſs patience, than the word 
ia: and yet they are a people not very f. 

: markad# 
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markable for delicacy, of conſcience, in matters 


of revenge. 
o 


Tu French ſay, Ia mifiance eſt la mire de (a, 
ſureti; but a, prince ſhould underſtand this to 


be merely relative to the enemies of the nation, 
of whom he cannot be too. watchful and ſuſpi- 
cious How happy is the fituation. of that 


his ſubjects, in compariſon with one whoſe 


increaling, jealouſy extends at laſt even to his 
ewn ſhadow! 


Bwa RE, O my dear Stn] betimes beware, 
us of thoſe. men wha would inſinuate themſelves 
2 into your favour, by. ſpeaking ill of others, 
Spurn them from you. Blaſt. their, hopes at 
once. Whatever information they may pretend 
to bring, their real deſign is to ſerve themſelves. 
I 4 1 


king, who can ſafely repoſe in the boſom of 
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r myſelf, SIR, in my time, have ſeen a good 


deal of mankind, of various nations; and! 


can ſafely affirm, that I never yet met with a 


back-biter, who was not, in other reſpech, 
alſo a bad man. They are a kind of trading- 
veſſels; they have no ſooner delivered their 
cargo, than they take in a freſh loading, which 
is to be vended at the next port they chance 


to make. 


I Am more particular in my cautions upon 
this ſubject, becauſe the time will ſoon come, 
when Your RoYAL HICORHNESS muſt expect 
to be imperceptibly ſounded, with regard to 
your diſpoſition. I rejoice to think, that they 
will ſoon find you hate detraction, and that 
none but honeſt men muſt expect your favour, 
gy _ I am, &c. 
ZEkeroe, as 
Auguſt 7, 1755. 
LET: 
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LI 


OUR ROYAL H IHN ESS may poſſibly 
remember, that I have often maintained 
this theſis, namely, That there is no true nobi- 
lity, ſave that which is built upon noble actions. 
In Vely's late hiftory of France, I have met 


with a ftory which confirms my opinion, 


IT was the cuſtom, in the reign of Pepin, 
the ſovereign of that nation, for the king, at 
certain ſeaſons of the year, to command the 
attendance of his principal nobility, for the 
entertainment of whom public ſhews of various 
kinds were exhibited, It was alſo uſual for the 
king, upon theſe occaſions, to give new cloaths, 
not only to his own ſervants, but to thoſe of 
the queen and princes, Hence we have the 


13 word 
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word livery, parce qu on livroit, ſays the author, 


ces habits aux fraix du Roi. 1 
«tl 
Kix Pepin, being low of ſtature, and ay. oof 
parently of inconfiderable ſtrength of body, ſub 
took occaſion, at one of theſe aſſemblies of the lon, 
people, to convince his ſubjects, that his cou - 
rage, and even bodily proweſs, were not to F 
be meaſured by his appearance. It happened mig 
that a lion, and an enraged bull, were furi- it w 
ouſly engaged in the ring. * Gentlemen, cries be « 
© the king, which of you dares attempt to part, His 
or to ſlay, theſe two terrible animals?” Ali char 
the nobility were ſilent, and ſeemed much own 
ſurpriſed ; which his Majeſty perceiving, ſtept in ot 
forward with great calmneſs, drew his ſword, in wl 
and in a ſhort time laid the lion and the bul will 
eſteer 


both dead upon the ground. The people were 
aſtoniſhed to behold his reſolution, his cool. 
* nels 
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neſs, his dexterity, and his bodily ſtrength. 
« David, fays the king, was little, yet be ſlew 
« the great Goliah. This ſingle action made 
| ſo ſtrong an impreflign, on the minds of his 
ſubjeQs, that his diminutive figure, hag ng 


longer the appearance of a defect. 


ö How much ſoever this kind of heroiſm 


might be admired in the days of king Pepin, 

it would, in theſe our more enlightened times, 
N be deemed ridiculous; but Your RoyaL 
„ HicHNEss may infer from this ſtory, that the 
U character of a prince depends entirely upon his 
h own actions. We differ from our forefathers 
nt in our ideas of heroiſm ; but the thing itſelf, 
d, in whatſoever we may imagine it to conſiſt, 
il will always command the admiration and 


a eſteem of mankind, 8 
al- 2 
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I Have not the leaſt doubt but Your 


Royar Hicnness will, by your actions, 


ſhew the world, that you are entitled to the 


crown of Sweden, not only by birth, but by 
your virtues. 
f I am, &c. 


L E I 


- 
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LETTER XVII. 


E are told of one of the ancient philo- 

ſophers, that he obliged his diſciples 
to hear and learn, for the term of ſeveral years 
before they were ſuffered to ſpeak. I am not 
entirely of his opinion Lo long a filence might 
probably at length become fo habitual, as to 
deſtroy both the inclination and power of com- 
municating our ideas gracefully, emphatically, 
and with perſpicuity. Yet, when we conſider 
that all our advances towards perfection are 
ſlow and gradual, it is but natural to'conclude, 
that our underſtanding muſt require ſome years 
before it approaches its maturity; and that 
therefore it was right in the philoſopher Pytha- 
goras, to bridle the tongues of his pupils, till 


their 
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their reaſon had acquired ſufficient ſtrength tg 


guide them properly. 


I D1FexER greatly in opinion from the French 
beld-marſhal Fabert, who, when he was 
charged with being too talkative, anſwered, 
Jaime mieux dire des ſatiſas, gue dentendre. 
For my own part I confeſs, that, on the con- 
trary, I had much rather hear nonſenſe than 
talk like 2 fool. 


 WararT can be a greater reflexion on the 
human underſtanding, than to ſee a man lay 
hold of every opportunity to expoſe his own 
weakneſs? Yet many ſuch men there are. 
| They never open their lips, that they do not, 
in effect, ſay, O liſten to me, and be con- 
vinced how ſhallow are all my thoughts, bow 

poor 


> * 
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poor my reſlections, and how weak my under. 
ſtanding ! 


I nave known many a one become the 
torment of all his acquaintance, who, if he 
had had the ſenſe to continue filent a year or 
two longer, might have been qualified to en- 
tertain and inſtruct them: and how many an 
author has been damned by the public, whoſe 
talents would have gained him univerſal admi- 
ration, if he had allowed them a little more 
time for cultivation. Abſus rerum plurimarum 
ſcientia ver borum volubilitas inamii atque irri- 
fenda, CicERO. | 


THERE is a natural impatience in moſt 
young men, eſpecially in thoſe of a ſprightly 
diſpoſition, which frequently leads them to de- 
vet their ſentiments before they are ſufficiently 


acquainted 
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acquainted with the ſubject. That they may 
avoid this, I would adviſe them to a daily ex. 
erciſe of their patience. Let them learn tc 
curb their natural impetuoſity, till, by earneſſi 
attending to the opinions of other men, they 


thoroughly underſtand the matter in diſpute, 


A MAN of many words, has ſeldom many 
friends. His ſecrecy becomes dubious, in 
proportion to his degree of loquacity for the 
tongue that muſt be always moving, will 
rather reveal ſecrets than be ſilent. Your 
ROYAL HIORHN ESS remembers that Cornelius 
Nepos ſays, Commiſſa celare interdum non minus 
prodeſi quam diſerte dicere. 


Now if this ſubjection of the tongue, this 
art of ſpeaking properly, or being properly 
Lilent, be fo univerſally neceſſary, of how 

| | much 


mu 
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much more importance is it to a young 
Prince, whoſe words are echoed through the 
whole kingdom, and whoſe opinions are diſ- 


cuſſed with the utmoſt freedom of language ? 
I am, &c. 


keroe, 
Auguſt 27, 1755. 


L E T- 
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QETTER N. 


ERE is no throne ſo eſtabliſhed, no 

empire ſo fixed, but it is ſometimes 
threatened with deſtruction; perhaps with 2 
providential deſign to remind its poſſeſſor, that 
its duration is not eternal. A rich, a fortu- 
nate, a peaceable, a virtuous king, who to day 
is happy in the enjoyment of all his wiſhes, 
before the morrow's ſun hath reached his me- 
ridian, beholds his chief city and palaces over- 
turned, and thouſands of his ſubjects buried in 
the ruins, Good heaven ! what a deplorable 
tranſition! One moment he is adored by a 
thouſand obſequious attendants, and the next 
is ſeen wandering undiſtinguiſhed amidſt the 
dreadful deſolation of his mighty capital. This, 


ey dear 81x, hath lately been the terrible fate 
of 


you 
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of the king of Portugal. Good God ! it is 
impoſlible-to think of ſo ſhocking a cataſtrophe 
without trembling. O ye princes of the earth 
where is all your boaſted power, when the 
pillars of the world are ſhaken? How have ye 
been deceived by flattering; tongues, when they 
magnified your might and your dominion ! 
Where are now your fighting men, and your 
war-horſes ? Alas! they will all avail you no- 
thing. Let theſe things remind you, that ye 
are but men; poor helpleſs mortals; that your 
ſtrong. holds and embattled hoſts, when the 
Almighty ſpeaks, are chaff before the wind. 
Your own conſcious: integrity of heart- muſt 
be your ſhield, your virtue is your ſword, and 
your paſt good actions are the only troops you 
can conhide in. 
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NEevVERTHELEss, be it far from me to 
conclude, that this ſeeming judgment on the 
city of Liſbon was drawn down from heaven 
by the fins either of king or people. The ways 
of heaven are wonderful and incomprehenſible, 
There cannot be a greater proof of our weak- 
neſs, than for us, ſhort ſighted beings, to pie- 
tend to judge of cauſes by events, in the dif- 


penſations of providence. 


- How many ftrange revolutions do we read 
of in hiſtory, where whole nations have fallen 
a cruel ſacrifice to avarice and ambition ? Who 
can reflect on the ſufferings of the poor Ame- 
ricans, when they were invaded by the Spa- 
niards, without the utmoſt compaſſion for the 
poor ſufferers, and an equal indignation againſt 
the aggreſſors? It were, in ſhort, eaſy to re- 
collect a thouſand great events, which, accord- 

ing 
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ing to our notions of things, ſeem to call in 
queſtion the juſtice of heaven. But what mor- 


— 


tal can be ſo much a ſtranger to his own inca- 


pacity, as to diſpute the wiſdom of the Omni- 
potent, in his government of the world, merely 
becauſe he obſerves certain things which are 
not entirely reconcileable to human reaſon, or 
which rather, to ſpeak more properly, are 


above human comprehenſion ? 


WHETHER the city of Lifbon fell by the 
weight of its iniquities, or whether it was by 
what we call a fortuitous, or a natural event, 
is, and muſt for ever remain, an impenetrable 
ſecret, Be it as it may, it is at leaſt a very 
ſtriking memento to the reſt of the world, that 
riches and grandeur are not only of uncertain 
duration, but are alſo no ſecurity againſt cala- 


mity and affliction. 


Ir 
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Ir is our duty, my dear Six, upon this 
occaſion, to thank heaven that we are yet in 
poſſeſſien of thoſe bleflings of which the poor 
inhabitants of Liſbon were in an inſtant de- 
-prived ;-and ſo to, regulate our lives, as that 
1whatſoever may be our deſtiny, ſecure in our 
virtue, e may ſand the ſhock untertified. 


I am, &c. 


Stockholm, 
Dec. 18, 1755. 


LET: 
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LETTER the LAS r. 


HE States of this kingdom have, at laſt, 
conſented to releaſe me from the -impor- 

tant employment of governor to Your Rov Al. 
HicHNEss, Their kind acknowledgment of 
their obligation to me, I ſhall never forget. 
You know, Sis, I am diſmiſſed. at my own 
requeſt ; but you have too much. penetration 
ever to miſtake my motive. Your true ſelicity 


always was, and ever will be, of more conſe- 


quence to me than my own; but, my dear 


Prince, the ſame accumulating moments, 
which are raiſing you towards perfection, have 
brought me to the verge of my ſecond child- 
hood : and it is but natural to imagine, that 


me importunate anxiety of an aged governor 


muſt, 
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muſt, at laſt, have grown tedious to Your 


Royar HiGHNEss. 


I aM now upon the brink of the grave, 
Every remaining moment of my life increaſes 
in its value, in proportion as it is nearer my laſt, 
It were indeed hard to deny a ſhort tranquil- 
lity to a poor old man, whoſe life has hitherto 
been one continued ſcene of employment. 
Beſides, nothing can be more reaſonable than 
that declining age ſhould give way to the 
vigor and activity of youth: Senectus quanuis 
guibuſdam non ſit gravis, tamen anfert viri- 


litatem. 


You could expect but little refreſhment in 
the ſhade of a time-worn tree, whoſe leaves 
are withered and branches ſhrunk with age: 


but I am conſoled in the reflection, that the 
75 ol 
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old tree once flouriſhed, and was then not en- 
tirely uſeleſs. | 


I THANK my God, I am not of the num- 
ber of thoſe old men, of whom it is ſaid, 
Pleriſque ſenibus ſenectus fic odioſa eft, ut onus 
ſe Ætna gravius dicant ſuſtinere. Where's the 
wonder that I am grown old, after having 
numbered ſo many years? And how ridiculous, 
and even ungrateful, is their conduct, who are 
diſſatisfied with that very old age, which was the 
conſtant wiſh of their whole life Omnium de 
ſenectute querelarum in moribus ineft culpa, non 
in ætate. For my own part, I can truly ſay, 
that I have felt no uneaſineſs on account of 
my years, fave that which aroſe from a fear, 
that my declining faculties might not ſuffer 
me to communicate my ideas to Your RovaL 

Vol. III. K H1iGHNEss, 


| 
1 
u 
f 
f 
= 
» 
| 


28 LET TE RS 0 4 


5 Hionxzss, in ſo diſtinct and pleaſing a manner 
2s you would expect. 


I HAVE now delivered the hand of my 
dear Prince into that of my worthy friend, 
who with equal zeal, fewer years, and 2 
clearer underſtanding, is much better qualified 
to attend Your Royar HiGHness in your 
rapid progreſs towards the ſummit of human 


knowledge. 


IA under no apprehenſion of loſing my 
place in your memory; neither do I think you 
will ever ſorget the two noble lords who have ſo 
kindly and effectually aſſiſted me in your edu- 
cation. We ſubjects, with regard to each 
other, think gratitude an indiſpenſible duty; 
in perſons of higher rank, to their inferior 
* of the greateſt virtues. . 

* reſerendi 
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refermda gratia agros fertiles imitari debemur, 


qui multo plus afferunt, quam acceperunt. 


Ir has been my conſtant and pleaſing care 
to watch over Your Royal HIGHN ESS 
during your tender years; and may I not ex- 
pet, now that I am worn out in your ſervice, 
that you will deign to watch over me during 
the ſhort remainder of my life? To ſome 
people this might ſeem a too preſumptuous re- 
queſt ; but you, my dear SIR, remember, that 
princes are born the natural guardians of their 
people's felicity. 


Tax time is now come for Your RoYAL 
Hioungss to ſtudy the art of government 
with eagerneſs and afliduity. It is a very ſpa- 
cious field, and will afford full ſcope to your 
genius. It were needleſs to remind you, that 
K 2 _ the 
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the beſt ſyſtem of politicks is to be gathered 
from hiftory, Such hath ever been the depra. 
vity of human nature, that you will find but 
very few princes, whoſe lives are perfect mo- 
dels for your imitation ;' but there are ſome 
whoſe principles you may ſafely imbibe, having 
firſt ſkimmed off their few vices and follics, 


LET me not forget to repeat my requeſt, 
that you will be a kind father to arts and 


ſciences; and you will pleaſe to remember, 


that, to encourage them with propriety, you 


yourſelf muſt not be unacquainted with them, 


- PEACE is the greateſt bleſſing you can ſe- 
cure to your ſubjects, and muſt be purchaſed, 
if neceſſary, at the hazard and expence of 3 
war. You will command an army, and mult 
therefore be yourſelf a ſoldier. | 


LsT 
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Ler me adviſe Your Royar HiGHness 
to make yourſelf acquainted with the Engliſh 
language, that you may ſee with what a noble 
air of liberty the free ſubjects of a great king 
dare expreſs themſelves. The French writers 
have already ſhewn you, with what true mag- 
nanimity an arbitrary prince ſuffers his people 
boldly to contend for the ſupport of their laws 
and privileges, in oppoſition to thoſe, who 
would have ſacrificed every thing to their n 
private intereſt and ambition, 


Accus ron yourſelf to buſineſs betimes z 


for, when you come to the crown, you. will 
find frequent employment in affairs with which. 


no ſubject ought to be entruſted; 


222 LET T ERS To A 


Tu hour of my diſmiſſion now grows 
near: this, therefore, will be the laſt letter 
which I ſhall have the honor to write to Your 
Ro AL HionhNESs in the capacity of gover- 
nor. In the boſom of the ſciences I have 
found frequent repoſe : thither will I retire, 


and with them ſpend the few remaining hours 


of my life. 


4 * 


Nux to a good conſcience, my greateſt 


ledge to prevent my growing weary of ſolitude, 
Nibil, ſays Cicero, g/ otioſa ſenectute jucundius, 
, babeat aliguad tanguam paululum ftudii atque 
Aris. How dreadfully tedious and vacant 
muſſ be the old age of an literate man 


3 6 3 AND 


"TatisfaQtion is, that I have enough of know-. 


_ 


ſh: 
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AND now, my ever dear Prince, farewell! 
This ſeparation would fink me into the grave, 
were it not for the chearing aſſurance, that we 
ſhall one day meet in a better world, 


I am, &c. 


Stockholm, 
March 8, 1756. 
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